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14. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REPORTS 

14.7 Request for Fee Reduction - COVID stimulas package 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Ordinary Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 12 May 2021 

Development Assessment 
Coordinator  

ECM Function No/s:  MCU\02223 & 
RC\01846 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council approve the request for the COVID discount of 50% of the development application 
fee for a Material Change of Use and Reconfiguration of Lot for the purpose of Multiple Dwellings 
(36 Units) and Subdivision by Community Title (two lots into 37 lots) on land at 1-13 Baguley 
Street, Warwick. 

Report 

On 15 May 2020 Council resolved to reduce development application fees by 50% as part of a 
COVID stimulus package. It was later resolved on 29 January 2021 to discontinue the 50% COVID 
discount on development application fees which became effective immediately.  
 
As the COVID stimulus package ceased with limited notification provided to the public, a separate 
resolution was made by Council on 12 February 2021 to extend the discount period for 30 days. 
The extension was subject to demonstrating that the proposed development application had been 
discussed with the planning department over a period of time in the lead up to the COVID stimulus 
package being discontinued. The resolution also outlined that it was delegated to the Chief 
Executive Officer to decide the requests for the COVID discount, without the need to go to a 
Council meeting for a resolution. The 30 days to lodge a development application and to be eligible 
for the discount ended on 12 March 2021. 
 
The proposed development at 1-13 Baguley Street, Warwick was lodged to Council on 12 March 
2021. An initial decision by the Chief Executive Officer was made to not support the COVID 
discounted amount on this particular development application.  
 
In accordance with the timeframes outlined in the Planning Act 2016, an Action Notice was issued 
to the applicant on 25 March 2021 advising that the total application fee payable for this application 
was $12,000. 
 
On 6 April 2021, the applicant sent the Chief Executive Officer an email requesting further 
consideration of the COVID discount and provided further details regarding the history with the 
proposed development. On 7 April 2021, the Chief Executive Officer advised the applicant directly 
that the 50% COVID discount can apply to this particular development application i.e. $6,000 (50% 
of the full fee being $12,000).  
 
In accordance with the Planning Act 2016, an applicant has 20 business days to respond to an 
Action Notice, including the payment of outstanding fees. The 20 business days to respond the 
action notice ended on 27 April 2021. The reduced fee of $6,000 was paid by the applicant on 30 
April 2021 (23 business days from Action Notice being issued). As the fees were paid outside of 
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the prescribed 20 business days under the legislation, the application is taken to have not been 
made under section 3.7 of the Development Assessment Rules and section 51 of the Planning Act 
2016. Therefore, a new development application will need to be lodged.  
 
The applicant has indicated their intention to lodge a new development application for the same 
development proposal. Therefore, a request has been received for Council to consider a reduced 
fee of 50% being $6,000 (50% of the full fee being $12,000).   
 

Budget Implications 

Based on the COVID discounted amount previously being approved, there would be no budget 
implications.  

Policy Consideration 

Nil 

Community Engagement 

Internal Consultation 
 
Nil 
 
External Consultation 
 
Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Planning Act 2016 
Development Assessment Rules, v1.3 

Attachments 

1. Proposed Development Plans⇩   
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