
 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN DOWNS  
REGIONAL COUNCIL SPECIAL 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 

 
In accordance with Section 277E of the Local Government Regulation 2012 it is not 
practicable for the public to attend the meeting because of health and safety 
reasons associated with the public health emergency involving COVID-19.  
 
The meeting will therefore be closed to the public, with only Councillors and staff 
essential for the functioning of the meeting in attendance.   Consistent with 
Council’s legislative responsibilities, the minutes of Council’s meeting will be made 
available for inspection by the public on its website.   
 
 

Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Tuesday, 30 March 
2021 at 9:00AM. 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

Dave Burges 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

26 March 2021 
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4. INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES REPORTS 

4.1 Water Restrictions 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 30 March 2021 

Manager Water 
Senior Water Regulatory Officer  

ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council relax current water restrictions and move to Permanent Water Saving Rules with a 
residential water use target of 200 litres per person per day, as set out in the Southern Downs 
Water Restrictions Guide (attached) with immediate effect. 

 
 

Report 

Recent rains have resulted in the water storages throughout the region reaching full urban supply 
volume, negating the need to continue the extreme level water restrictions of 120 litres per person 
per day. 
 
A new Drought Management Plan (DMP) has been drafted and will be issued for public 
consultation in the coming months.  The DMP contains revised drought response triggers, water 
restrictions levels and permanent water saving rules. 
 
The revised water restriction schedule and DMP indicate that all water supply schemes should 
move to “permanent water saving rules”.  These rules have a target level for residential water 
usage of 200 litres per person per day and require water wise behaviours to be practiced at all 
times.   
 
This recommendation to relax restrictions pre-empts planned community engagement for the new 
Drought Management Plan.  Engagement has been delayed due to a number of a time critical 
Strategies already issued for consultation.  The DMP will be released for consultation in the near 
future; at the close of the consultation and review process, the finalised DMP will be issued to 
Council for endorsement.  The level of water restrictions recommended in this report are taken 
directly from the DMP. 
 
Full details of the proposed permitted uses are included in the attachment.  

Budget Implications 

Increased income due to increase in consumption. 

Policy Consideration 

Nil 
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Community Engagement 

Internal Consultation 
 
Water Department 
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External Consultation 
 
Future consultation on the Drought Management Plan. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Water Safety (Supply and Reliability) Act 2008. 
 

Attachments 

1. Appendix A Water Restriction Schedule taken from Drought Management Plan⇩   
  



Item 4.1 Water Restrictions 
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