
 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN DOWNS  
REGIONAL COUNCIL SPECIAL 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Monday, 3 February 
2020 at 9:00AM. 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

David Keenan 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

31 January 2020 
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4. EXECUTIVE SERVICES REPORTS 

4.1 Submission to Proposed Local Government Regulatory Reforms - Informal Meetings 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 3 February 2020 

PA to Mayor & CEO  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council endorse the attached Submission to the Proposed Local Government Regulatory 
Reforms – Informal Meetings. 
 

Report 

The Queensland Government is delivering a rolling reform agenda in the local government sector.  
The reforms further strengthen the transparency, accountability and integrity measures that apply 
to the system of local government in Queensland. 
 
Following further consultation with the local government sector, in November 2019 the Electoral 
and Other Legislation (Accountability, Integrity and Other Matters) Amendment Bill 2019 was 
introduced to the Queensland Legislative Assembly. The Bill includes amendments relating to state 
elections, Ministerial conduct and conduct in local government. 
 
In addition to the Bill there are also a number of future regulatory amendments required.  This 
includes changes to requirements for meeting agendas, minutes, informal meetings, and when 
matters can be considered in closed meetings. 
 
The government is carefully considering how informal Council meetings are regulated.  Currently 
only Council and committee meetings are regulated.  Attached is an information paper outlining a 
summary of the reforms currently under consideration in relation to the regulation of informal 
meetings. 
 
Council officers have prepared the attached submission providing feedback on the proposed 
reforms, noting that the proposed reforms are not likely to be introduced prior to the local 
government elections. 

Budget Implications 

Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Shaping Southern Downs, Theme 1 Grow, Strategy 3 Strong Governance. 

Community Engagement 

Members of the community can make a submission to the Queensland State Government 
Economics and Governance Committee. 
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Legislation/Local Law 

The relevant legislation is the Electoral and Other Legislation (Accountability, Integrity and Other 
Matters) Amendment Bill 2019. 

Options 

Council: 
 
1. Endorse the attached Submission to the Proposed Local Government Regulatory Reforms – 

Informal Meetings. 
 
2. Endorse the attached Submission to the Proposed Local Government Regulatory Reforms – 

Informal Meetings with amendments. 
 
3. Not endorse the attached Submission to the Proposed Local Government Regulatory 

Reforms – Informal Meetings. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Draft Submission⇩   
  



Item 4.1 Submission to Proposed Local Government Regulatory Reforms - Informal Meetings 
Attachment 1: Draft Submission  
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5. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 

Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

5.1 RFT 20_114 Storm King Dam Desilting 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council.  
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