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12. INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES REPORTS 

12.3 Water Contingency Plan 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 24 July 2019 

Director Infrastructure Services  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council receive the attached Water Contingency Plan. 
 

Report 

Southern Downs Regional Council is exploring all opportunities to ensure that there is a supply of 
drinking water to its residents and businesses.  Current forecasts indicate that without substantial 
rainfall Stanthorpe will not have access to a reliable water supply by December 2019 and Warwick 
will be in a similar position by December 2020. 
 
Council is working with key stakeholders from the State Government, other local government 
authorities, the community and businesses to undertake actions that ensure that drinking water is 
made available. 
 
Council has engaged Bligh Tanner Consulting to develop a Water Security Strategy, a draft has 
been submitted and the final version is pending 
 
Additionally, Council has engaged GHD to undertake a number of related activities that include an 
assessment of Council’s bore water network, an assessment of the condition of Connolly Dam and 
recommendations in relation to providing water to Stanthorpe.  This is also in the final draft format 
and will be presented to Council in August 2019. 
 
Council has also engaged contractors to undertake leak detection in all of the reticulated water 
areas; this is expected to be completed by end of August 2019 
 
Council has received the survey of the level of siltation in both Connolly and Storm King Dams. 
Sunwater has received data for Leslie Dam.  The level of silt in all three dams is immaterial and 
there is no change to expected run-out dates for water supply. 
 
The attached Water Contingency Plan provides an overview of the contingency actions that are 
being considered and implemented at present. 
 
A report on water restrictions is being presented at the July meeting with revised recommendations 
for Council to consider when to move to Critical and Emergency Water Restrictions. 

Budget Implications 

Budget implications will be assessed on a monthly and quarterly basis 
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Policy Consideration 

Water and Wastewater Customer Service Standards 2014 

Community Engagement 

Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 

Options 

Council:  
 
1. Receive the Water Contingency Plan 
2. Receive the Water Contingency Plan with changes 
3. Not receive the Water Contingency Plan 
 

Attachments 

1. Southern Downs Water Contingency Plan⇩   
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12.4 Review of Water Restrictions 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 24 July 2019 

Director Infrastructure Services  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council implements Critical water restrictions from 1 September 2019, with Emergency 
water restrictions to be enforced at a future date 
 

Report 

Background Information 
 
In March 2019, Council imposed extreme water restrictions in response to the drought in the 
Southern Downs region.  These restrictions include target water use of 120 litres per person per 
day, with a number of prohibited water use activities. 
 
Whilst there has been some drop in water consumption since the introduction of the water 
restrictions, the June 2019 consumption figures show Warwick residents are using around 144 
litres/person/day, whilst Stanthorpe residents are using around 185 litres/person/day. 
 
Council has undertaken a number of initiatives to ensure water remains in the dams for as long as 
possible, as well as to have more certainty in the amount of water in the dams.  Leak detection and 
subsequent repairs have been undertaken throughout Stanthorpe, Dalveen and Wallangarra, with 
Warwick currently being checked for leaks.  Silt levels and dead storage levels in Connolly Dam 
and Storm King Dam, as well as Leslie Dam through Sunwater, have been confirmed, and there is 
no material impact on the current projections for run out dates. 
 
The dam levels as at 19 July 2019 were; 
 

Dam Current percentage full Current Volume Available 

Storm King 26.7% 552 ML 

Leslie 6.32% 6715 ML 

Connolly 36.5% 788 ML 

 
The predicted run out forecast remains at December 2019 for the Stanthorpe supply and 
December 2020 for the Warwick supply.  To ensure we meet these estimates all efforts must be 
made to meet the water restrictions as these dates are based on lower consumption and 
residential users meeting current restrictions. 
 
It is proposed that new water restrictions are introduced with the change in season, with Critical 
water restrictions introduced targeting residential use of 100 litres/person/day.  Critical water 
restrictions would include elements such as; 
 

 Businesses conducting a business audit using a checklist supplied by Council (currently 
available online) 
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 Businesses to target a further 10% reduction in water consumption, this is in addition to the 
30% reduction targeted under Extreme water restrictions – this has almost been achieved in 
both Warwick and Stanthorpe with reductions of 28% and 26% respectively. 

 Water carters requiring residents to sign declarations to allow distribution of water via water 
carters to be monitored. 

 No change to current standpipe allocation of 2000 litres per week. 

 There a variety of other options that Council officers are currently investigating.   
 
Introducing the Critical water restrictions from 1 September allows the community time to prepare 
for the change in consumption requirements and for a robust community education and media 
campaign to occur.  It was noted when Extreme water restrictions were introduced there was an 
immediate noticeable drop in consumption, which is expected to occur again with the introduction 
of Critical water restrictions, along with the enhanced media and education campaign. 
 
A further level of restrictions is recommended, which will be Emergency water restrictions with 
residential consumption to be limited to 80 litres/person/day.  The details and timing of 
implementation will be determined depending on how well the community responds to the Critical 
water restrictions. 

Budget Implications 

Reduction of income due to reduced consumption. 
Increase in operational and capital cost to cart water once Storm King Dam is unable to be utilised. 

Policy Consideration 

Water and Wastewater Customer Service Standards 
Corporate Plan – 4.7 Develop and implement a Water Security Strategy that secures a 
sustainable, reliable water supply for the region. 

Community Engagement 

Officers have been consulting with business and the community on an ongoing basis. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 

Options 

1. Council implements Critical water restrictions from 1 September 2019, with Emergency water 
restrictions to be enforced at a future date; or 
 

2. Council does not implement the Critical water restrictions and the region remains on Extreme 
water restrictions beyond 1 September 2019. 

 

Attachments 

Nil       
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17. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 

Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

17.9 June 2019 Monthly Report from Warwick Indoor Recreation and Aquatic Centre from 
YMCA Brisbane 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(h) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to business for which a 
public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local government or 
someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial advantage. 

17.10 Complaint and Summons Against Council 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(f) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to starting or defending legal 
proceedings involving Southern Downs Regional Council.  
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