
 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN DOWNS  
REGIONAL COUNCIL SPECIAL 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Monday, 15 July 
2019 at 1:00PM. 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

David Keenan 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

12 July 2019 
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1. ATTENDANCE  
 
 
2. APOLOGIES  

3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
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4. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REPORTS 

4.1 The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) Drought Submission 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 15 July 2019 

Development Assessment 
Coordinator  

ECM Function No/s:  15.28.03 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council agrees to provide a response to the Local Government Association of Queensland 
for inclusion on the proposed drought submission being prepared for the Federal Government.  
 

Report 

It has been requested for Council to provide a response to the Local Government Association of 
Queensland (LGAQ) who are in the process of preparing a Drought Submission for the Federal 
Government, which will be tabled with the Federal Minister for Water Resources, Drought, Rural 
Finance, Natural Disaster and Emergency Management, the Honorable David Littleproud MP.      
 
To prepare the submission LGAQ issued Council with a number of questions that required 
response. The attachment to this report notes the LGAQ questions and Council’s proposed 
response for inclusion in the LGAQ Drought Submission to the Federal Government.  
 
The Federal Government is to be commended for the Drought funding program and its support for 
drought stricken communities such as the Southern Downs. In times of hardship, communities 
need for all levels of government to work in unison effort and collaborate. In this situation with such 
extreme drought affecting all of the residents of SDRC, it is important for Council to work with the 
State and Federal government to ensure that our region continues to grow and prosper.  
 
Budget Implications 
 
Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Nil 

Community Engagement 

Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Nil  
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Options 

Council: 

1.  Agrees to provide a response to the Local Government Association of Queensland for 
inclusion on the proposed drought submission being prepared for the Federal Government. 

 
2. Agrees with the input to each question and provides additional items to be submitted to the 

Local Government Authority of Queensland; or 
 
3. Disagrees with the input to each question and does not submit the response to the Local 

Government Authority of Queensland.  
 
 

Attachments 

1. 10 Mintues with a Master Customer Evaluation⇩   
2. Submission⇩   
  



Item 4.1 The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) Drought Submission 
Attachment 1: 10 Mintues with a Master Customer Evaluation  
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Item 4.1 The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) Drought Submission 
Attachment 2: Submission  
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Attachment 2: Submission  
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4.2 Environmental Authority Application - Cherrabah Granite Mine 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 15 July 2019 

Planning and Compliance 
Coordinator  

ECM Function No/s:  136225 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council makes a submission to the Department of Environment and Science regarding the 
application to make a major amendment to an Environmental Authority (EPSX04093716) in 
relation to the proposed Cherrabah Granite Mine. 
 

Report 

In June 2016 the Department of Environment and Science (DES) issued an Environmental 
Authority (EPSX04093716) to the owners of Cherrabah (Joyful View Garden Real Estate 
Development Resort Co. Pty Ltd) for drilling and exploration activities associated with a proposed 
granite mine.    

An application has now been made to DES for a major amendment to the Environmental Authority 
to add a mining activity being Environmentally Relevant Activity (ERA) 20(a) – clay pit mining, 
dimension stone mining or mining gemstones (including the material from which gemstones are 
extracted)—if the activity involves mining a quantity of material of at least 5,000t but not more than 
100,000t in a year.  

The Environmental Authority cannot take effect until a mining lease is granted over the site. 

An application was made to the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for a mining 
lease (ML 100128).  In July 2017 Council made an objection to the mining lease application due to 
the land being a habitat for endangered species and the impact of truck movements on Council’s 
roads.  The application for the mining lease is still to be decided. 

The proposed mining activity includes the following: 

  The proposed granite mine will be located approximately 3.5 kilometres to the west of the 
Cherrabah Homestead.   

  It will have a disturbance area of 7.4 hectare, which will include an extraction area, site 
amenities, two sediment basins and area for stockpile of material.  

  The mine is expected to produce 8,000 tonnes per annum. 

  Site establishment will take approximately three months, and the operational life of the granite 
mine is expected to be up to 30 years.  

  The mine will employ up to four full time positions during operation. 

  As the mine progresses, the area will be excavated in a benched fashion, using wire saws to 
extract the granite.  No blasting will occur on site. 

  The excavated granite will be transported from site once per day via internal access roads to 
Keoghs Road. 

  There will be very little processing of granite on site, however some crushing and screening of 
stockpiled material may occur approximately twice per year depending on the volume of 
material processed.  
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  The work hours have been designed to minimise operational impact on the local area and 
comply with relevant noise criteria.  The planned hours are: 

  Extraction of granite – Monday to Friday 7:00am to 6:00pm, Saturday 7:00am to 1:00pm 

  General mine operations, including loader operations and truck haulage – Monday to 
Saturday, 7:00am to 6:00pm 

  Maintenance activities – Monday to Saturday, 6:30am to 10:00pm. 

A number of studies have been undertaken including vegetation assessments, ecosystem 
mapping, protected plant and habitat surveys, fauna surveys, noise assessment, air quality 
assessment, and visual amenity assessment. 

Public consultation is being undertaken from 20 June to 18 July 2019 in relation to the proposed 
major amendment to the Environmental Authority.  On Monday, 8 July 2019, consultants for the 
project, GHD, met with Councillors to discuss the project.  GHD has advised that they have also 
provided information to eight local landholders, and extended an invitation to them to meet and 
discuss the project and their concerns.   

 

During discussions on Monday, Councillors raised the following matters for consideration regarding 
the proposed activities: 

1. Potential impacts on nearby residents, including noise, dust, silica dust, and use of the 
haulage route; 

2. Impacts of the activity on the Cherrabah resort; 

3. Impacts on future residents of Lots 1-22 SP268215, located at the entrance to the Cherrabah 
property; 

4. Impacts on flora and fauna;  and 

5. Whether aspects of the activity require planning approval from Council.  For example, if the 
intended use of the granite, or secondary material, will be for purposes inconsistent with a 
mineral under section 6 of the Mineral Resources Act 1989, this use is not prohibited from 
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being assessable development under a local categorising instrument under section 43 of the 
Planning Act 2016, and section 16 and Schedule 6 of the Planning Regulation 2017.  

 

GHD has advised that the access/haul route is not assessment as part of either the Environmental 
Authority of the Mining Lease Application.  There will be a separate approval process for the haul 
route in which Council and the Department of Transport and Main Roads will be involved.  The 
internal access road may involve waterway barriers works which may require a development 
application to be made to the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA). 

It is recommended that Council make a submission to the Department of Environment and Science 
asking for its points of consideration to be taken into account in determining the application for 
Environmental Authority.   

Budget Implications 

Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Nil 

Community Engagement 

The public submission phase commenced on 20 June 2019 and closes 18 July 2019 in 
accordance with the Environmental Protection Act 1994.  Public submissions are to be made 
directly to the Department of Environment and Science. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Environmental Protection Act 1994 

Options 

Council: 

1. Makes a submission to the Department of Environment and Science in relation to the 
proposed Cherrabah Granite Mine. 

2. Does not make a submission in relation to the proposed Cherrabah Granite Mine. 
 

Attachments 

Nil    
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5. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 

Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

5.1 Concerns Notice (Cease and Desist) 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(f) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to starting or defending legal 
proceedings involving Southern Downs Regional Council.  
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