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Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Monday, 3 
December 2018 at 9:00AM. 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

David Keenan 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

30 November 2018 
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4. PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT & CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

4.1 Councillor Policies and Repealing of Model Local Law No. 2 (Meetings) 2008 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 3 December 2018 

Governance and Risk Officer 
Manager Corporate Services  

ECM Function No/s:  13.07 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council: 
 
1. Repeal Council’s current Councillors Code of Conduct Policy and Code of Meeting Practice 

Policy. 
 
2. Adopt the attached policies: 
 

a. Council Meetings Policy; 
b. Councillors Investigations Policy; and  
c. Councillors Acceptable Request Policy. 

 
3. Propose to make Local Law (Repealing) Local Law (No. 1) 2018 as attached. 
 

Report 

As Councillors are aware, with the passing of the Local Government (Councillor Complaints) and 
Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 on 21 May 2018, the Local Government Act 2009 now 
provides for a more effective and streamlined system for dealing with Councillor complaints and 
imposes a mandatory Code of Conduct for Councillors.  The Code of Conduct and the new 
Councillor complaints system will commence on 3 December 2018. 
 
On 8 November 2018, the Department of Local Government, Racing and Multicultural Affairs made 
the following documents available for Councils to use in preparation for the commencement of the 
new Councillor complaints system:   
 

 Model Meeting Procedures;  

 Standing Orders for Council Meetings including Standing Committees ‘Best Practice Guide’; 
and 

 Example Investigation Policy. 
 
Councillors Code of Conduct  
 

 As prescribed under amendments to the Local Government Act 2009, the new Code applies 
to all Councillors from 3 December 2018 – there is no requirement to adopt this code. 

 The Councillors Code of Conduct and Councillor Conduct Examples documents are available 
on the Department of Local Government, Racing and Multicultural Affairs website. 
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 Council’s current Councillors Code of Conduct Policy will be made redundant upon 
commencement of the new State-wide Code of Conduct. 

 A new Councillors Acceptable Request Policy has been developed and is attached 
(Attachment 1) which incorporates Schedule 1 of the current Councillors Code of Conduct 
Policy relating to the process for requesting assistance from Council staff. 

 
 

Investigations Policy 
 

 As prescribed under amendments to the Local Government Act 2009 Council must, by 
resolution and on commencement of the new Council complaints system, adopt an 
Investigation Policy that must be published on the website and must include certain matters 
as included in the Model Investigations Policy. 

 This policy will replace Appendix A from the current Councillors Code of Conduct Policy 
which outlines the procedure to be followed in dealing with inappropriate conduct complaints 
only. 

 A number of amendments have been made to the Model Investigations Policy and a Draft 
Councillors Investigations Policy is attached for Council’s consideration (attachment 2). 

 
Council Meetings Policy and Procedures 
 

 Councils must either adopt the Model Meeting Procedures or prepare and adopt their own 
procedures that are consistent with the Model Meeting Procedures.  

 Similarly, if a Local Government chooses to continue using their existing standing orders, 
Council must review the existing standing orders to ensure that they are consistent with the 
requirements of the Model Meeting Procedures.  

 If Council has not adopted meeting procedures when the new Councillor complaints system 
commences on 3 December 2018, Council will be taken to have adopted the Model Meeting 
Procedures until it formally adopts the Model Meeting Procedures or its own procedures. 

 A number of amendments have been made to the Model Meeting Procedures and a Draft 
Council Meetings Policy is attached for Council’s consideration (attachment 3). Appendix A 
of this policy includes the relevant sections from the Standing Orders for Council Meetings 
and Council’s current Code of Meeting Practice Policy. 

 
Model Local Law No. 2 (Meetings) 2008 
 
Council adopted Model Local Law No. 2 (Meetings) 2008 on 15 March 2008. The object of this 
local law is to provide for the orderly and proper conduct of local government meetings. This local 
law is now redundant and due to the proposed implementation of the Council Meetings Policy, it is 
proposed to repeal the local law. 
 
In order to repeal a local law, Council must make another local law which repeals the original local 
law. In accordance with Council’s Local Law Making Process, Council must then, by resolution, 
propose to make the proposed local law. A local law (Local Law (Repealing) Local Law (No. 1) 
2018) which repeals Model Local Law No. 2 (Meetings) 2008 is attached for Council’s 
consideration (attachment 4). 
 
Following this resolution, Council must then consult with relevant government entities about the 
overall State interest in the proposed local law and with the public for at least 21 days. After the 
consultation process, Council is required to consider all submissions and by resolution, decide 
whether to proceed with the making of the proposed local law, proceed with the making of the 
proposed local law with amendments or not proceed with the making of the proposed local law. 
 

Budget Implications 

Nil 
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Policy Consideration 

As outlined in the report contents. 

Community Engagement 

As per the 27 June 2018 General Council Meeting resolution, Council provided feedback to the 
Department on the draft documents. 

Legislation/Local Law 

The Local Government (Councillor Complaints) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 
amends various provisions within the Local Government Act 2009 relating to Councillor complaints 
and a mandatory Code of Conduct for Councillors. The relevant sections within the Local 
Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012 are outlined in the attached 
policies. 

Options 

Council has the following options in relation to the implementation of the new Councillor complaints 
system: 
 
1. a) Repeal Council’s current Councillors Code of Conduct Policy; and 

b) Adopt the Department’s Model Meeting Procedures, Standing Orders for Council 
Meetings and Investigation Policy; and 

c) Propose to make Local Law (Repealing) Local Law (No. 1) 2018 as attached. 
 
2. a) Repeal Council’s current Councillors Code of Conduct Policy; and 

b) Adopt the attached Draft Council Meetings Policy in replacement of Council’s current 
Code of Meeting Practice Policy, Councillors Investigations Policy and Councillors 
Acceptable Request Policy; and 

c) Propose to make Local Law (Repealing) Local Law (No. 1) 2018 as attached. 
 

Attachments 

1. Draft Councillors Acceptable Request PolicyView  
2. Draft Councillors Investigation Policy View  
3. Draft Council Meetings PolicyView  
4. Local Law (Repealing) Local Law (No. 1) 2018View  
  



Item 4.1 Councillor Policies and Repealing of Model Local Law No. 2 (Meetings) 2008 
Attachment 1: Draft Councillors Acceptable Request Policy  
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5. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 

Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

5.1 Tender 19_069 - Transfer of Project Approvals for the Emu Swamp Dam Project  

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

5.2 Drought Communities Programme funding 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(h) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to business for which a 
public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local government or 
someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial advantage.  
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