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PRAYER 
 
 
1. ATTENDANCE  

 
2. APOLOGIES  

3. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
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4. EXECUTIVE 

4.1 Adoption of Southern Downs Regional Council Budget, Revenue Statement and 
Revenue Policy for the 2018/2019 Financial Year 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 13 June 2018 

Manager Finance & Information 
Technology 
Revenue Coordinator  

ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council adopt:- 
 
1. The Budget, Revenue Statement and Revenue Policy for the 2018/19 Financial Year; 
2. Differential General Rates for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
3. Special Charge – Rural Fire Equipment Levy for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
4. Special Charge – Invasive Pests Control Levy for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
5. Water Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
6. Wastewater Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
7. Waste Management Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
8. Trade Waste Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
9. Discount for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
10. Interest for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
11. Levy and Payment for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
12. Paying Rate or Charges by Instalments for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
13. Rate Concessions for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
14. Total Value of Change in Rates and Charges; 
15. Statement of Estimated Financial Position. 
 
 

Report 

The purpose of this report to introduce, and table for adoption, the Budget and Revenue Statement 
for the 2018/19 Financial Year included in or attached to this report. 
 
Section 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires that a local government must 
adopt its budget for a financial year after 31 May in the year before the financial year, but before 1 
August in the financial year. Council's Budget and Revenue Statement for the 2018/19 financial 
year have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 
and the Local Government Regulation 2012 and are presented for Council's consideration and 
adoption. 
 
The Annual Budget has been prepared in consultation with the community, the Mayor, Councillors, 
the Executive Management Team and Managers prior to being submitted to Council. 
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Budget Implications 

The Budget and Revenue Statement for the 2018/19 Financial Year has been prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local Government 
Regulation 2012. 

Policy Consideration 

PL-FS013 – Revenue Policy 

Community Engagement 

A report was presented to Council on 28 March 2018 outlining the process proposed to allow the 
community to provide feedback on key aspects of the Draft 2018/2019 Budget.   
 
Councillors and Council Officers attended six Draft Budget information sessions across the region 
at Warwick, Stanthorpe, Allora, Killarney, Maryvale and Wallangarra during the month of April.   
 
These Sessions outlined the key aspects of the 2018/2019 Draft Budget that related to services, 
capital works, debt management, and charges to the Waste water proposed charging.  It also 
provided the community with a clear indication of where Council sources income in the form of 
grants, fees and charges and the delivery of services. 
 
The community was given the opportunity to provide feedback on the Draft Budget via Feedback 
Forms on Council’s Website and Community Contact Centres, as well as the capacity to lodge 
submissions for Council’s consideration in writing and/or by making a presentation to Council.   
 
A total of thirty submissions were received from the public. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Approval of Budget 
Section 107A(1) of the Local Government Act 2009 requires Council to consider the budget 
presented by the Mayor and, by resolution, adopt the budget with or without amendment. In 
accordance with section 107A(2) of the Local Government Act 2009, the Mayor provided a copy of 
the budget to each Councillor two weeks prior to this meeting to consider the adoption of the 
budget.  
 
Preparation and Content of Budget 
Section 169 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details the requirements for the preparation 
and content of the budget. 
 
Adoption of Budget 
Section 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details the requirements for the timing of 
the adoption of the budget. 
 
Levy of Rates and Charges 
Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 requires that Council must decide, by resolution at 
Council's budget meeting for a financial year, what rates and charges are to be levied for that 
financial year. 
 
Other 
Section 171 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details the requirements for the long-term 
financial forecast. Section 172 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details the requirements 
for the revenue statement. 
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Options 

1. That Council adopt the Budget and Revenue Statement for the 2017/18 Financial Year. 
 

Council's Budget for the 2018/19 financial year, incorporating: 
 
1. The statements of financial position; 
2. The statements of cash flow; 
3. The statements of income and expenditure; 
4. The statements of changes in equity; 
5. The long-term financial forecast; 
6. The revenue statement; 
7. The revenue policy; 
8. The relevant measures of financial sustainability; 
9. The total value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and utility 

charges levied for the financial year compared with the rates and utility charges levied 
in the previous budget; and 

10. The debt policy; 
 
as tabled, including the rates and charges to be levied for the 2018/19 financial year and 
other matters as particularised in clauses 3 to 15 inclusive, be adopted. 

 
2. That Council does not adopt the Budget and/or Revenue Statement and/or one, all or a 

combination of the clauses 3 to 15. 
 
3. Differential General Rates For The 2018/2019 Financial Year 

a) Pursuant to section 81 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the categories into 
which rateable land is categorised, the description of those categories and, pursuant to 
sections 81(4) and 81(5) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the method by 
which land is to be identified and included in its appropriate category is as follows: 

Column 1 – 

Category  

(section 81) 

Column 2 – Description 

(section 81) 

Column 3 – Identification  

(sections 81(4) and 

81(5)) 

Residential 1 Lands where the dominant use is 
residential, that are required to pay 
water access charges according to 
the SDRC Revenue Statement and 
the assessment size is less than or 
equal to 4,047 m²  

01A, 02, 03, 06A, 07B,  
08A, 09A, 72A  

Residential 2 Lands where the dominant use is 
residential, that are required to pay 
water access charges according to 
the SDRC Revenue Statement and 
the assessment size is greater than 
4,047 m² 

01A, 02, 03, 06A, 07B,  
08A, 09A, 72A  

Residential 3 Lands where the dominant use is 
residential, that are not required to 
pay water access charges according 
to the SDRC Revenue Statement 
and the assessment size is less than 
or equal to 4.4 ha 

01A, 02, 03, 06A, 07B,  
08A, 09A, 72A  
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Column 1 – 

Category  

(section 81) 

Column 2 – Description 

(section 81) 

Column 3 – Identification  

(sections 81(4) and 

81(5)) 

Residential 4 Lands where the dominant use is 
residential, that are not required to 
pay water access charges according 
to the SDRC Revenue Statement 
and assessment size is greater than 
4.4 ha 

01A, 02, 03, 06A, 07B, 
08A, 09A, 72A  

Major Shopping 
Facility 

Lands where the dominant use is as 
a major shopping facility, including 
shopping centres, a  group of shops 
or supermarkets with car parking 
provided 

12, 14, 16 

Commercial and 
Industrial – CBD 

Land where the dominant use or 
intended use is for commercial 
and/or industrial purposes, not rated 
within a Solar/Wind Farm category 
and where any part of the land is:  

 Facing Palmerin Street, 
located between Victoria 
Street and Percy Street in 
Warwick, and 

 Facing High Street and 
Maryland Street, located 
between Davadi and 
Corundum Streets and the 
northern end of Carnarvon 
Bridge in Stanthorpe 

01B, 06B, 07A, 08B, 
09B, 10, 11A, 13, 17, 

18A, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 34, 

35, 36, 37A, 38, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 47, 49, 72B, 

91B 

Commercial and 
Industrial – Town 

Land where the dominant use or 
intended use is for commercial 
and/or industrial purposes located 
within the locality boundaries of 
Warwick, Morgan Park, Rosenthal 
Heights and Stanthorpe and not 
rated within the Commercial and 
Industrial CBD or a Solar/Wind Farm 
category. 
The locality boundary is defined by 
the use of the locality on the official 
property address. 

01B, 06B, 07A, 08B, 
09B, 10, 11A, 13, 17, 

18A, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 34, 

35, 36, 37A, 38, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 47, 49, 72B, 

91B 

Commercial and 
Industrial - Rural 

Land where the dominant use or 
intended use is for commercial 
and/or industrial purposes and not 
rated within the Commercial and 
Industrial – CBD, the Commercial 
and Industrial – Town or a 
Solar/Wind Farm category 

01B, 06B, 07A, 08B, 
09B, 10, 11A, 13, 17, 

18A, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 34, 

35, 36, 37A, 38, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 47, 49, 72B, 

91B 

Solar  / Wind Farm 1 
< 30MW 

Land used or intended to be used, in 
whole or in part as a Solar / Wind 
Farm with a combined output 
capacity at greater or equal to 1 MW 
but less than 30 MW. 

91B 
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Column 1 – 

Category  

(section 81) 

Column 2 – Description 

(section 81) 

Column 3 – Identification  

(sections 81(4) and 

81(5)) 

Solar  / Wind Farm 
30 <  75MW 

Land used or intended to be used, in 
whole or in part as a Solar / Wind 
Farm with a combined output 
capacity at greater or equal to 30 
MW but less than 75 MW. 

91B 

Solar  / Wind Farm 
75MW and above 

Land used or intended to be used, in 
whole or in part as a Solar / Wind 
Farm with a combined output 
capacity of greater than 75 MW. 

91B 

Agriculture and 
farming 1  
Value between $0 - 
$325,000 

Lands with a value of less than or 
equal to $325,000, and the use or 
intended use is farming, agriculture 
or rural in nature including grazing, 
breeding, fattening, dairying, pig and 
poultry farming, aquaculture, 
vegetable growing, the growing or 
gathering of crops of any kind or the 
rearing of livestock.  This category 
excludes land uses of 79 and 82.  
Includes land identified as land use 
88 not located within the boundary of 
Map A.  Properties in this category 
receive a concessional value for 
primary production. 

60, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, 
74, 76, 77, 78, 83, 85, 

86, 87, 89, 88A 

Agriculture and 
farming 2  
Value between 
$325,001 - 
$850,000 

Lands with a value of greater than 
$325,000 and less than or equal to 
$850,000, and the use or intended 
use is farming, agriculture or rural in 
nature including grazing, breeding, 
fattening, dairying, pig and poultry 
farming, aquaculture, vegetable 
growing, the growing or gathering of 
crops of any kind or the rearing of 
livestock.  This category excludes 
land uses of 79 and 82.  Includes 
land identified as land use 88 not 
located within the boundary of Map 
A.  Properties in this category 
receive a concessional value for 
primary production. 

60, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, 
74, 76, 77, 78, 83, 85, 

86, 87, 89, 88A 
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Column 1 – 

Category  

(section 81) 

Column 2 – Description 

(section 81) 

Column 3 – Identification  

(sections 81(4) and 

81(5)) 

Agriculture and 
farming 3 
Value greater than 
$850,000 

Lands with a value of greater than 
$850,000, and the use or intended 
use is farming, agriculture or rural in 
nature including grazing, breeding, 
fattening, dairying, pig and poultry 
farming, aquaculture, vegetable 
growing, the growing or gathering of 
crops of any kind or the rearing of 
livestock.  This category excludes 
land uses of 79 and 82.  Includes 
land identified as land use 88 not 
located within the boundary of Map 
A.  Properties in this category 
receive a concessional value for 
primary production. 

60, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, 
74, 76, 77, 78, 83, 85, 

86, 87, 89, 88A 

Horticulture 1 Value 
between $0 - 
$50,000 

Lands with a value of less than or 
equal to $50,000 and the use or 
intended use is agricultural in nature 
related to orchards (citrus, exotic 
fruit, nut, stone and other fruit and 
nuts etc) and/or vineyards, such as 
grapes and related cultivation.  The 
property may or may not include a 
winery and/or a cellar door.  
Properties in this category receive a 
concessional value for primary 
production. 

79, 82 

Horticulture 2 Value 
between  $50,001 - 
$100,000 

Lands with a value of greater than 
$50,000 and less than or equal to 
$100,000 and the use or intended 
use is agricultural in nature related to 
orchards (citrus, exotic fruit, nut, 
stone and other fruit and nuts etc) 
and/or vineyards, such as grapes 
and related cultivation.  The property 
may or may not include a winery 
and/or a cellar door.  Properties in 
this category receive a concessional 
value for primary production. 

79, 82 

Horticulture 3 Value 
greater than 
$100,000 

Lands with a value of greater than 
$100,000 and the use or intended 
use is agricultural in nature related to 
orchards (citrus, exotic fruit, nut, 
stone and other fruit and nuts etc) 
and/or vineyards, such as grapes 
and related cultivation.  The property 
may or may not include a winery 
and/or a cellar door.  Properties in 
this category receive a concessional 
value for primary production. 

79, 82 
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Column 1 – 

Category  

(section 81) 

Column 2 – Description 

(section 81) 

Column 3 – Identification  

(sections 81(4) and 

81(5)) 

Extractive Lands where the purpose of use or 
intended use is to extract quarry, 
mining and minerals from the ground 
and related activities.  Assessments 
that are a lease for mining activities 
are included in this category. 

40A, 40B 

Noxious and 
Hazardous Industry 

Lands where the purpose of use or 
intended use is a fuel dump or 
storage, oil refinery or industry which 
in Council’s opinion emanates 
offensive noise, odour, dust etc, 
including abattoirs 

31, 37B 

Private Forestry Lands where the use or intended 
use is for the growing or harvesting 
of natural and/or plantation 
hardwood or softwood and located 
within the boundary of Map A. 

88P  

Special Uses Lands where the use or intended 
use is Religious, community, welfare 
or defence oriented including aged 
residential institutions, nursing or 
convalescent homes, hospitals, 
sports clubs, cemeteries, 
showgrounds, airfields, libraries, 
educational, parks and gardens, 
defence force and community 
protection centres.  This category 
excludes lands where the use or 
intended use is to generate a profit, 
such as licensed clubs. 

11B, 18B, 27, 48, 50, 51, 
52, 55, 56, 57, 58, 92, 

96, 97, 99 

Other All other lands 00, 91A, 95, and all 
other 

 
Definitions for words used in this table 
 
“mining” 
 
Land that was used, is used, or intended to be used: 

• as a mine (or for purposes ancillary or associated with mining such as, for 
example, washing down, stockpiling and loading, haulage, water storage, 
buffering and rehabilitation); or 

• in conjunction with other land as part of an integrated mining operation. 

For the purposes of the definition of mining, “integrated mining operation” means land 
contained in more than one rateable assessment which land was used, is used, or 
intended to be used in an integrated manner for the purposes of mining or purposes 
ancillary or associated with mining such as, for example, washing down, stockpiling 
and loading, haulage, water storage, buffering and rehabilitation. 
 
“land use code” 
 
The land use codes referred to in column 3 above are prepared and adopted by the 
Southern Downs Regional Council for use in conjunction with the differential rating 
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categorisation, description and identification table appearing above. Similarly, the 
definitions of these land use codes are prepared and adopted by the Southern Downs 
Regional Council for use in conjunction with the differential rating categorisation, 
description and identification table appearing above. A full list of the land use codes 
and their definitions are attached to Council’s 2018/19 Revenue Statement. 

b) Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power, pursuant to sections 81(4) 
and 81(5) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, to identify the rating category to 
which each parcel of rateable land belongs. 

c) Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 80 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, the differential general rate to be made and levied for 
each differential general rate category and, pursuant to section 77 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, the minimum general rate to be made and levied for 
each differential general rate category is as follows: 

 

Category Rate in the Dollar Minimum Differential  General Rate 

Residential 1 1.43 $1,115.00 

Residential 2 1.236 $1,115.00 

Residential 3 1.168 $1,115.00 

Residential 4 1.098 $1,115.00 

Major Shopping Facility 1.761 $12,165.00 

Commercial and Industrial – CBD 1.615 $1,205.00 

Commercial and Industrial – Town 1.472 $1,205.00 

Commercial and Industrial - Rural 1.367 $1,205.00 

Solar  / Wind Farm 1 < 30MW 9.227 $15,000.00 

Solar  / Wind Farm 30 <  75MW 10.000 $30,000.00 

Solar  / Wind Farm 75MW and above 11.392 $45,000.00 

Agriculture and farming 1  

Value between $0 - $325,000 
1.284 $1,115.00 

Agriculture and farming 2  

Value between $625,001 - $850,000 
0.982 $4,175.00 

Agriculture and farming 3 

Value greater than $850,000 
0.931 $8,350.00 

Horticulture 1  

Value between $0 - $50,000 
4.433 $1,115.00 

Horticulture 2  3.408 $2,215.00 
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Category Rate in the Dollar Minimum Differential  General Rate 

Value between  $50,001 - $100,000 

Horticulture 3  

Value greater than $100,000 
3.094 $3,410.00 

Extractive 4.781 $3,635.00 

Noxious and Hazardous Industry 1.622 $1,525.00 

Private Forestry 1.494 $835.00 

Special Uses 1.082 $1,005.00 

Other 4.781 $1,115.00 

 

d) Pursuant to section 116 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council will limit the 
amount of general rate to be levied for the 2018/19 financial year for land that meets 
the following criteria: 

i) the land has direct frontage to the Quart Pot Creek parkland; and 

ii) prior to the Quart Pot Creek parkland development the land formed part of a 
parcel of land of which a part was donated to Council for the purpose of 
developing the creek parkland corridor; and 

iii) the land is still owned by the original owner who made the donation to the Council 
or is owned by a related member of the family of the original owner who made the 
donation and the land was gifted to that family member by the original owner.  

The general rate to be levied will be an amount no more than an amount equal to the 
amount of general rate levied on that land in the 2018/19 financial year increased by 
2.75%. 
 
The purpose of applying the ‘cap’ to these particular properties is to acknowledge the 
contribution the ratepayers made by voluntarily donation a portion of their land to the 
Quart Pot Creek parkland development. 
 

4. Special Charge – Rural Fire Equipment Levy for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and section 128A of the 

Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990, Council make and levy a special charge (to be 

known as the ‘Rural Fire Equipment Levy’) of $37.00, on all rateable land within the region, 

that also attracts a Class E Emergency Management Levy (pursuant to Part 3 of the Fire and 

Emergency Services Regulation 2011), to fund the ongoing provision and maintenance of 

rural firefighting equipment, operations and buildings for the rural fire brigades that operate 

throughout the rural areas of the region. 

 

The overall plan for the Rural Fire Equipment Levy is as follows: 

a) The rateable land to which the plan applies is all rateable land within the region that is 
liable to pay a Class E Emergency Management Levy (pursuant to Part 3 of the Fire 
and Emergency Services Regulation 2011). 



 

Special Council Meeting - 13 June 2018 11 

b) The service, facility or activity for which the plan is made is the ongoing provision and 
maintenance of rural firefighting equipment, operations and buildings for the rural fire 
brigades that operate throughout the rural areas of the region. 

c) The time for implementing the overall plan is 1 year. 

d) The estimated cost of implementing the overall plan is $437,000. 

The rateable land to be levied with the special charge specially benefits from the fire 

emergency response capability that is provided by the rural fire brigades, which capability 

would be substantially (if not completely) diminished if the rural fire brigades did not receive 

the funding provided to them by Council as a direct consequence of the levying of the special 

charge. 

 
5. Special Charge – Invasive Pests Control Levy for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 Council will make and levy 

a special rate (to be known as the ‘Invasive Pests Control Special Rate) on all rateable land 

within the rating categories of: 

• Residential 4; 

• Commercial and Industrial – Rural; 

• Agriculture and Farming 1, 2 & 3; 

• Horticulture 1, 2 & 3; 

• Extractive; 

• Private Forestry; 

• Special Uses; and  

• Other 

Specifically, in relation to the rateable land to which the special rate applies, the special rate 

will fund: - 

a) Promoting the Invasive Pests Control Scheme, and providing information in relation to 
the control of invasive pests, to the owners of the rateable land; 

b) Enhanced invasive pests control activities on the rateable land; 

c) Tracking the existence of invasive pests on the rateable land; and 

d) Tracking the removal of invasive pests from the rateable land. 

 

The overall plan for the Invasive Pests Control Levy is as follows: 

a) The rateable land to which the plan applies is all rateable land within the rating 
categories of: 

 Residential 4; 

 Commercial and Industrial – Rural; 

 Agriculture and Farming 1, 2 & 3; 

 Horticulture 1, 2 & 3; 

 Extractive; 

 Private Forestry; 

 Special Uses; and  

 Other 
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b) The service, facility or activity for which the plan is made is: 

i) Promoting the Invasive Pests Control Scheme, and providing information in 
relation to the control of invasive pests, to the owners of the rateable land; 

ii) Enhanced invasive pests control activities on the rateable land; 

iii) Tracking the existence of invasive pests on the rateable land; and 

iv) Tracking the removal of invasive pests from the rateable land. 

c) The time for implementing the overall plan is 3 years. 

d) The estimated cost of implementing the overall plan is $16,400,000. 

e) The rateable land to be levied with the special charge specially benefits from the 
Invasive Pest Control Scheme by the tracking, control removal and enhanced pest 
control activities of invasive weeds and pests.   

f) The annual implementation plan for the Invasive Pests Control Levy for 2018/19 
financial year is:  

i) Promoting the Scheme, and providing information in relation to the control of 
invasive pests, to the owners of the rateable land; 

ii) Tracking the existence of invasive pests on the rateable land; and 

iii) Tracking the removal of invasive pests from the rateable land. 

iv) The estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan in the 2018/19 financial year is 
$5,310,000. 

v) Amount of special rate 

In accordance with: - 

A) section 94(12) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council has 
determined that the amount of the special rate will be different for different 
types of rateable land, as identified in columns 1 and 2 of the table below; 
and 

B) section 94(10) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council has fixed 
a minimum amount of the special rate, as identified in column 3 of the table 
below. 

Column 1 
Description of Land 

(Differential Rating Categories) 

Column 2 
Cents per 
dollar of 

Rateable Value 
(annual) 

Column 3 
Minimum 
(annual) 

Residential 4; 
Commercial and Industrial – Rural; 
Extractive: 
Special Uses; 
Other. 

0.30 $500.00 

Agriculture and farming 1; 
Agriculture and farming 2; 
Agriculture and farming 3; 
Horticulture 1; 
Horticulture 2; 
Horticulture 3; 
Private Forestry. 

0.50 $500.00 

 
6. Water Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

a) Pursuant to section 99 of Local Government Regulation 2012, water charges be made 
and levied by the Council upon all lands within the water area for the supply of water 
services by the Council. 
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b) The basis and principles of the water charges be - 

i) an annual access charge which applies to all lands within the water area; and 

ii) a consumption charge for each kilolitre consumed which shall be based on the 
consumption registered by the meter or meters installed by the Council on the 
water service or water services to the land. 

c) Council has split the utility charges for water service into two supply areas: 

i) Supply Area 1 will be properties within the water reticulation service areas of: 
Allora, Warwick, Yangan, Killarney, Stanthorpe and Wallangarra. 

ii) Supply Area 2 will be properties within the water reticulation service areas of: 
Dalveen, Karara, Leyburn and Pratten. 

d) The following be adopted as the basis for making and levying the access charge: 

i) An access charge (see Clause 5(f)(i)) be made and apply - 

A) to each property connected to the Council's reticulated water supply system 
through a normal water service connection (other than lots created 
pursuant to the provisions of the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 
or the Body Corporate and Community Management Act 1997). 

B) to each property which is not connected to the Council's reticulated water 
supply system other than any land that is greater than 4 hectares and has 
an Agriculture and Farming or Horticulture type Differential Rating 
Category. 

C) to each lot created pursuant to the provisions of the Building Units and 
Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate and Community Management 
Act 1997. 

ii) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained: 

A) Where a single residential building; a single commercial building or any 
sporting infrastructure is situated across two or more adjoining parcels, 
Council will treat those parcels as if they were amalgamated into a single 
parcel, and will levy accordingly a single-parcel water charge. 

B) Council may elect to not levy water charges against land that is effectively 
incapable of further development (if unconnected). 

C) The ratepayer of a parcel bears the onus of demonstrating to Council it is 
entitled to the benefit of a qualification or exception in any of paragraphs (a) 
to (b). Such onus will be taken to be limited to that of reasonable effort 
having regard to the value of the exemption and Councils obligation to 
other ratepayers. 

e) The following be adopted as the basis for making and levying the consumption charge– 

i) Water consumption is charged for each kilolitre used on land to which water is 
supplied and measured by meter, per kilolitre or part thereof for that quantity of 
water used or estimated to be used. 

ii) In respect of lots created pursuant to the provisions of the Building Units and 
Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate and Community Management Act 
1997 - 

A) Where the supply of water to each lot and to the common property is 
separately measured, the water consumption be separately charged in the 
manner specified in the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the 
Body Corporate and Community Management Act 1997. 

B) Where the supply of water to each lot and to the common property is not 
separately measured, the consumption charge applicable to the water 
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consumed through the primary access meter be apportioned between the 
lots comprised in the parcel of land in accordance with the lot entitlements 
of the respective lots unless an arrangement pursuant to the provisions of 
the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate and 
Community Management Act 1997 is in existence. 

f) The water charges as set out hereunder be made and levied in accordance with the 
several bases as set out above for the supply of water services by the Council - 

i) In respect of the water access charge: 

 

For each connection 

Service type 
Supply Area 1 

Charge per annum 
Supply Area 2 

Charge per annum 

20 mm $567.60 $480.50 

25 mm $879.80 $744.80 

30 mm $1,277.10 $1,081.10 

40 mm $2,270.40 $1,922.00 

50 mm $3,547.50 $3,003.10 

75 mm $7,974.80 $6,751.00 

80 mm $9,081.60 $7,688.00 

100 mm $14,190.00 $12,012.50 

150 mm $31,785.60 $26,908.00 

Unconnected lots $425.7 $360.40 

Community Title 
Schemes, Building 
Units and Group Title 
Units not individually 
metered 

$567.60 $480.50 

For each connection to 
a Restricted Flow main, 
% of the applicable 
service type charges as 
per above 

70%  

ii) Unconnected Charge: each lot within 100 metres of a treated water main; not 
connected to the treated water supply system; and is capable of being 
connected; or 

each lot within 100 metres of a Restricted Flow water main; not connected to the 
water supply system; is capable of being connected and is not capable of being 
connected to a full water main. 

The maximum number of contiguous lots on which unconnected water charges 
may be levied shall be four (4). 
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iii) In respect of the water consumption charge: 

Service type 
Supply Area 1 

Charge per kilolitre 
Supply Area 2 

Charge per kilolitre 

For each connection on land; supplying 
water, except untreated water, and 
measured by meter, per kilolitre or part 
thereof for that quantity of water used or 
estimated to be used  

$1.92 $1.55 

For each connection on non-domestic 
land; supplying treated water; has a water 
consumption of 2,500kls or greater per 
water reading period and measured by 
meter, per kilolitre or part thereof for that 
quantity of water used  

$1.82 

 

For each connection on land; supplying 
untreated water and measured by meter, 
per kilolitre or part thereof for that quantity 
of water used 

$0.90 

 

 

g) Nothing contained herein prejudice the rights or powers of the Council to supply water 
to any consumer within, or, subject to section 10 of Local Government Regulation 
2012, outside the area of the Southern Downs Regional Council for specific purposes 
under any special agreement and on such reasonable terms and conditions as to 
payment and otherwise as may be arranged between such consumer and the Council 
and specified in such agreement. 

h) For the purpose of this Clause 5 - 

i) ‘Water reticulation service area’ means land in the Southern Downs Regional 
Council area abutting a road in which water mains are laid down, from which a 
supply of water by the Council is or may be given to such land. The term includes 
land adjacent to any trunk or supply main from which a supply of water by the 
Council is or may be given to such land. 

ii) ‘Water reading period’ means, for the purpose of measuring and charging water 
consumption, a term of approximately six (6) months ending in the period 
August/September 2018 or February/March 2019. 

iii) Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer, for the purposes of determining 
an access charge, the ability to deem a non-residential water service connection 
greater than 25mm to be a lesser size where the Chief Executive Officer is 
satisfied that a lesser sized meter would be adequate to meet the water supply 
demands of the property in question. 

iv) ‘Restricted Flow Water Supply’ means a water supply provided by Council that is 
deemed low flow by Council. 

v) ‘Untreated Water’ means a water supply provided by Council that is deemed non 
potable by Council. 

7. Wastewater Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

a) Pursuant to section 99 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, sewerage charges, 
as set out hereunder, be made and levied in accordance with the several bases as set 
out hereunder, for the supply of a sewerage system (other than a common effluent 
drainage system) by the Council: 

i) A sewerage charge upon all improved lands which are connected to the Council's 
sewerage system and are either: 
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A) contained either wholly or partly within the declared sewered area; or 

B) outside the declared sewered area but nevertheless connected to Council's 
sewerage system, 

Based as follows –  

1) a charge per annum for the first W.C. pedestal installed in each property, 
and in addition; 

2) a charge per annum per W.C. pedestal for the second and for each and 
every subsequent pedestal installed in each property with the exception of - 

A) single detached dwellings; and 

B) residential units erected upon lots created pursuant to the provisions 
of the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate 
and Community Management Act 1997; and 

C) a Dual Occupancy property or Multiple Dwelling Units property; and 

D) an individual unit dwelling within a retirement type village in which 
case, the following shall apply - 

there shall be no charge for the additional pedestal installed in the 
circumstances referred to in Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(A), Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(B), and 
Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(D) and no charge for additional pedestals per tenement in 
the circumstances referred to in Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(C). 

ii) A wastewater charge per annum upon all parcels (lots) of land contained either 
wholly or partly within the declared wastewater area but which are not connected 
to Council's wastewater system. 

iii) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained: 

A) Where a single residential building; a single commercial building or any 
sporting infrastructure is situated across two or more adjoining parcels, 
Council will treat those parcels as if they were amalgamated into a single 
parcel, and will levy accordingly a single-parcel wastewater charge. 

B) Council may elect to not levy wastewater charges against land that is 
effectively incapable of further development (if unconnected). 

C) The ratepayer of a parcel bears the onus of demonstrating to Council it is 
entitled to the benefit of a qualification or exception in any of paragraphs (a) 
to (b). Such onus will be taken to be limited to that of reasonable effort 
having regard to the value of the exemption and Councils obligation to 
other ratepayers. 

iv) The wastewater charges as set out hereunder be made and levied in accordance 
with the several bases as set out above for the supply of wastewater services by 
the Council - 
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For land in the Stanthorpe Wastewater Network Area 

   
Total charge 
per annum 

 

a.  Residential 

For each connection on land used for 
single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of pedestals 
connected.  
To remove doubt, each unit within a flat is 
a separate connection. 

$658.00 

b.  Residential - 
CED 

For each CED (Septic) connection on land 
used for single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of pedestals 
connected.  
To remove doubt, each unit within a flat is 
a separate connection. 

$598.00 

c.  Overnight 
Accommodation  

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for overnight accommodation e.g. Motels, 
Caravan Parks -  

  

First 10 pedestals per pedestal: $598.00 

Additional pedestals per pedestal: $228.00 

d.  Showgrounds 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for showgrounds -  

  

First 10 pedestals per pedestal: $658.00 

Additional pedestals per pedestal: $288.00 

e.  Commercial 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for commercial purposes other than 
overnight accommodation.  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

$658.00 

f.  Non-Profit 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for non-profit purposes other than 
showgrounds.  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

$658.00 

g.  Unconnected 
Lots 

For each lot within 100 meters of a 
wastewater main not connected to and 
capable of being connected to wastewater.   
The maximum number of contiguous lots 
on which unconnected wastewater charges 
are levied shall be six (6) 

$329.00 
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For land in the Warwick Wastewater Network Area 

   
Total charge 
per annum 

 

a.   Residential 

For each connection on land used for 
single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of pedestals 
connected.  
To remove doubt, each unit within a flat is 
a separate connection. 

$696.00 

b.  Residential - 
CED 

For each CED (Septic) connection on land 
used for single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of pedestals 
connected.  
To remove doubt, each unit within a flat is 
a separate connection. 

$540.00 

c.  Commercial and 
Government 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for business premises, government 
business premises or Council premises or 
the like,  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

$923.00 

d.  
Hotels and 
tenement 
buildings 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for hotels and tenement buildings.  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

$863.00 

e.  Non-Profit  

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for hospitals, schools, churches, church 
halls, clubs, ambulance, fire brigade, red 
cross, showgrounds or the like.  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

$658.00 

f.  Hotel/Motels and 
Motels 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for hotel/motel and motels 

$598.00 

g.  Kindergarten 
For each pedestal installed on land used 
for kindergartens or the like 

$469.00 

h.  Boarding Houses 
and Hostels 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for boarding houses and hostels or the like 

$636.00 

i.  Caravan Dump 
Points 

For each caravan dump point installed on 
land where caravans or the like are 
connected to the wastewater system in a 
registered caravan park  

$454.00 

j.  Unconnected 
Lots 

For each lot within 100 meters of a 
wastewater main not connected to 
wastewater and capable of being 
connected.   
The maximum number of contiguous lots 
on which unconnected wastewater charges 
are levied shall be six (6) 

$462.00 
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b) Pursuant to section 99 of Local Government Regulation 2012, wastewater charges, as 
set out hereunder, be made and levied in accordance with the several bases as set out 
hereunder, for the supply of a common effluent drainage wastewater system (CED) by 
the Council: 

i) A CED wastewater charge upon all improved lands which are connected to the 
Council's CED wastewater system and are either: 

A) contained either wholly or partly within the declared CED wastewater area; 
or 

B) outside the declared CED wastewater area but nevertheless connected to 
Council's CED sewerage system,  

based as follows – 

1) a charge per annum for the first W.C. pedestal installed in each property, 
and in addition; 

2) a charge per annum per W.C. pedestal for the second and for each and 
every subsequent pedestal installed in each property with the exception of - 

A) single detached dwellings; and 

B) residential units erected upon lots created pursuant to the provisions 
of the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate 
and Community Management Act 1997; and 

C) a Dual Occupancy property or Multiple Dwelling Units property; and 

D) an individual unit dwelling within a retirement type village in which 
case, the following shall apply - 

there shall be no charge for the additional pedestal installed in the circumstances 
referred to in Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(A), Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(B), and Clause 6(a)(i)(2)(D) and no 
charge for additional pedestals per tenement in the circumstances referred to in Clause 
6(a)(i)(2)(C). 

ii) A CED wastewater charge per annum upon all parcels (lots) of land contained 
either wholly or partly within the declared wastewater area but which are not 
connected to Council's wastewater system. 

iii) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained: 

A) Where a single residential building; a single commercial building or any 
sporting infrastructure is situated across two or more adjoining parcels, 
Council will treat those parcels as if they were amalgamated into a single 
parcel, and will levy accordingly a single-parcel CED wastewater charge. 

B) Council may elect to not levy CED wastewater charges against land that is 
effectively incapable of further development (if unconnected). 

C) The ratepayer of a parcel bears the onus of demonstrating to Council it is 
entitled to the benefit of a qualification or exception in any of paragraphs (a) 
to (b). Such onus will be taken to be limited to that of reasonable effort 
having regard to the value of the exemption and Councils obligation to 
other ratepayers. 

v) The wastewater charges as set out hereunder be made and levied in accordance 
with the several bases as set out above for the supply of wastewater services by 
the Council - 
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For land in the Dalveen Common Effluent Drainage Scheme Area 

   
Total charge 
per annum 

a.   Residential 

For each connection on land used for 
single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of pedestals 
connected. To remove doubt, each unit 
within a flat is a separate connection. 

$540.00 

b.  Overnight 
Accommodation 

For each pedestal installed on land used 
for overnight accommodation e.g. Motels, 
Caravan Parks 

495.00 

c.  Other Premises 

For each pedestal installed on land not 
used for single unit dwellings, individual 
residential units (including Flats), or 
overnight accommodation.  
In the event of no pedestals being installed 
on improved land per connection 

540.00 

d.  Unconnected 
Lots 

For each lot within 100 meters of a 
wastewater main not connected to 
wastewater and capable of being 
connected.  The maximum number of 
contiguous lots on which unconnected 
wastewater charges are levied shall be six 
(6) 

$305.00 

 

For land in the Killarney Common Effluent Drainage Scheme Area 

   
Total charge 
per annum 

The following waste water charges shall apply to properties as described below: 

a.  Residential 

For each connection on land used for 
single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of 
pedestals connected. To remove 
doubt, each unit within a flat is a 
separate connection. 

$736.00 

b.  Overnight 
Accommodation 

For each pedestal installed on land 
used for overnight accommodation 
e.g. Motels, Caravan Parks 

691.00 

c.  Other Premises 

For each pedestal installed on land not 
used for single unit dwellings, 
individual residential units (including 
Flats), or overnight accommodation. 
In the event of no pedestals being 
installed on improved land per 
connection 

736.00 

d.  Unconnected Lots 

For each lot within 100 meters of a 
wastewater main not connected to 
wastewater and capable of being 
connected.  The maximum number of 
contiguous lots on which unconnected 
wastewater charges are levied shall 
be six (6) 

$506.00 
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For land in the Wallangarra Common Effluent Drainage Scheme area 

   
Total charge 
per annum 

The following wastewater charges shall apply to properties as described below: 

a.   Residential 

For each connection on land used for 
single unit dwellings and individual 
residential units (including Flats) 
irrespective of the number of 
pedestals connected.  
To remove doubt, each unit within a 
flat is a separate connection. 

$524.00 

b.  Commercial 

For each pedestal installed on land 
used for commercial purposes other 
than childcare or overnight 
accommodation.   
In the event of no pedestals being 
installed on improved land per 
connection 

$524.00 

c.  Childcare 

For each pedestal installed on land 
used for childcare facilities or the like. 
In the event of no pedestals being 
installed on improved land per 
connection 

$328.00 

d.  Overnight 
Accommodation 

For each pedestal installed on land 
used for overnight accommodation 
e.g. Hotels, Motels, Caravan Parks or 
the like. In the event of no pedestals 
being installed on improved land per 
connection 

$410.00 

e.  Non-Profit 

For each pedestal installed on land 
used for non-profit or government 
purposes. In the event of no pedestals 
being installed on improved land per 
connection 

524.00 
 

f.   School (excluding residence) $386.00 

g.  Unconnected Lots 

For each lot within 100 meters of a 
wastewater main not connected to and 
capable of being connected to 
wastewater the following charges 
apply: 

 

  
Unconnected lots not held 
contiguously with a connected building  

  For the first unconnected lot $262.00 

  For each additional lot $175.00 

  
Single unconnected lot contiguous 
with a single unit dwelling or Hotel 

$90.00 

  
Multiple unconnected lots contiguous 
with a single unit dwelling 

$175.00 

 

c) For the purpose of this Clause 6 the following terms are defined: 

i) The term ‘W.C. pedestal’ shall include each urinal connected to Council's 
sewerage systems. 
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ii) The term ‘wastewater system’ for the purpose of this Clause 6 has the same 
meaning as a sewerage system stated in the Plumbing and Drainage Act 2002. 

iii) The term ‘common effluent drainage system’ for the purposes of this Clause 6 
has the same meaning as stated in the Plumbing and Drainage Act 2002. 

iv) The term ‘declared wastewater area’ for the purpose of this Clause 6 means any 
lands that benefit or may benefit from the wastewater system. 

v) The term ‘declared CED wastewater area’ for the purpose of this Clause 6 means 
any lands that benefit or may benefit from the common effluent drainage 
wastewater system. 

vi) The term . “Tenement” includes any premises used as a separate domicile such 
as, for example - 

A) a single unit private dwelling; or 

B) premises containing 2 or more flats, apartments or other dwelling units, 
each used as a separate domicile; or 

C) residential units erected upon lots created pursuant to the provisions of the 
Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate and 
Community Management Act 1997; or 

D) a private (non-commercial) boarding house, hostel, lodging house, or guest 
house. 

8. Waste management Utility Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

a) Pursuant to section 99 of Local Government Regulation 2012, waste management 
charges be made and levied by the Council upon all lands within the Council area for 
the supply of waste collection services by the Council. 

b) A waste management charge upon all residential dwelling and tenements which are 
either: 

i) located within a defined compulsory waste collection area.; or 

ii) outside a defined compulsory waste connection area but nevertheless, receive a 
waste collection service on a voluntary basis. 

c) Council has split the utility charges for water service into three supply areas: 

i) Supply Area 1 will be properties in a compulsory waste collection area north of 
and including the Dalveen collection area. 

ii) Supply Area 2 will be properties in a compulsory waste collection area south of 
the Dalveen collection area. 

iii) Supply Area 3 will be properties outside of a compulsory waste collection area 
receiving a voluntary collection service 

The waste management charges as set out hereunder be made and levied in 

accordance with the several bases as set out above for the supply of water services by 

the Council - 
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Supply Area 1 

 Collection Service 
Type 

Collection 
Frequency 

Collectio
n Day 

Bin Type Charge 
Amount per 

annum 

a

.

 

Waste Collection Service 
(first services is 
mandatory) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$362.40 
Combined 

Service  Recycling Collection 
Service (first service is 
mandatory) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

b

.

 

Waste Collection Service 
Additional (Optional) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin $134.10 

Waste 
Service Only 

c

.

 

Recycling Collection 
Service Additional 
(Optional) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin $240.00 

Recycling 
Service Only 

   

Supply Area 2 

a.  Waste Collection 
Service (first services 
is mandatory) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$423.70 
Combined 

Service 
 Recycling Collection 

Service (first service is 
mandatory) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

b.  Waste Collection 
Service Additional 
(Optional) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$213.10 
Waste 

Service Only 

c.  Recycling Collection 
Service Additional 
(Optional) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$247.60 
Recycling 

Service Only 

   

Supply Area 3 

a.  Waste Collection 
Service (first services 
is mandatory) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$431.30 
Combined 

Service 
 Recycling Collection 

Service (first service is 
mandatory) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

b.  Waste Collection 
Service Additional 
(Optional) 

Weekly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$218.30 
Waste 

Service Only 

c.  Recycling Collection 
Service Additional 
(Optional) 

Fortnightly Normal 240 Litre 
Mobile Bin 

$252.70 
Recycling 

Service Only 

 

For the purpose of this Clause 7 the following terms are defined: 
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i) The term “Tenement” includes any premises used as a separate domicile 
such as, for example - 

A) a single unit private dwelling; or 

B) premises containing 2 or more flats, apartments or other dwelling 
units, each used as a separate domicile; or 

C) residential units erected upon lots created pursuant to the provisions 
of the Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980 or the Body Corporate 
and Community Management Act 1997; or 

D) a private (non-commercial) boarding house, hostel, lodging house, or 
guest house. 

 
9. Trade Waste Charges for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

a) Pursuant to section 99 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, trade waste charge/s 
be made and levied by the Council upon all properties discharging trade waste to 
Council’s sewer. 

b) The following be adopted as the basis for making and levying the trade waste charge: 

The charge is based on waste volume and quality and will be charged on land 
occupied by trade waste generators discharging high volume, high strength waste. 

 
The following charges will apply: 
 
 Flow   0.515 $/kl 
 BOD5  0.567 $/kl 
 SS  0.431 $/kl 
 
The charge is calculated as follows: 
 
C= Q x Cq + Mbod x Cbod + Mss x Css 
C is the total charge in $ 
Q is the total flow in kl 
Cq is the unit charge for flow in $/kl 
Mbod is the total mass of BOD5 (5 day biochemical oxygen demand) in kg 
Cbod is the unit charge for BOD5 (5 day biochemical oxygen demand) in $/kl 
Mss is the total mass of SS (Suspended Solids) in kg 
Css is the unit charge for SS (Suspended Solids) in $/kg 

 
10. Discount for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

 
Pursuant to section 130 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the Rates and Charges 
made and levied pursuant to Clause 5.2 (differential general rates) be subject to a discount 
of seven and a half percent (7.5%) provided that: 

a) all of the aforementioned rates and charges are paid within 30 days of the date of issue 
of the rate notice; 

b) all other rates and charges appearing on the rate notice (that are not subject to a 7.5% 
discount) are paid within 30 days after the date of issue of the rate notice; and 

c) all other overdue rates and charges relating to the rateable assessment are paid within 
30 days of the date of issue of the rate notice. 

11. Interest for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
 

Pursuant to section 133 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, compound interest be 

charged on all overdue rates, as that term is defined in the Local Government Regulation 
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2012, five (5) days from the due date at the rate of eleven percent (11%) per annum, 

calculated on daily rests. 

 
12. Levy and Payment for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 

a) Pursuant to section 104 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council’s Rates 
and Charges (other than Council’s Water Access Charges and Water Consumption 
Charges), and the State Government’s Emergency Management Levy will be levied for 
the full year 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019 in July/August 2018. 

b) Pursuant to section 104 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council’s 
Wastewater Charges, Water Access Charges and Water Consumption Charges will be 
levied in October/November 2018 and April/May 2019. 

c) Pursuant to section 118 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and section 114 of 
the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990, Council’s Rates and Charges, and the 
State Government’s Emergency Management Levy, be paid within 30 days of the date 
of the issue of the rate notice. 

d) Pursuant to section 104 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council provides 
that Rates and Charges may be paid at any of Council’s Service Centres (located 
throughout the region), at any Australia Post Office, BPAY, Direct Debit, Centrepay and 
Paying Online via Council’s website. 

13. Paying Rate or Charges by Instalments for the 2018/2019 Financial Year; 
 

Pursuant to Section 129 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council shall allow 

payment of the annual rate notice by two instalments as follows:- 

• half of the annual notice plus any overdue rates and charges relating to the rateable 
assessment  are paid within 30 days of the date of issue of the annual rate notice - 
August/ September 2018; and 

• the remaining balance of the annual notice is paid within 6 months of the due date of 
the annual notice - February/March 2019 

Payment of the annual rate notice by two instalments will: 

a) Not attract interest on unpaid instalments unless the instalment payment is overdue; 
and 

b) Not qualify for a discount for prompt payment by this method of instalment payments; 
and 

c) Qualify for a discount for prompt payment on notices (if discount is applicable) issued 
subsequent to the instalment issue date if no other rates or charges are overdue; and 

d) Require immediate full payment of all overdue rates and charges and instalments 
and/or subsequent rates or charges. 

 

14. Rate Concessions for the 2018/2019 Financial Year 

a) Unapparent Plumbing Failures 

Pursuant to sections 120 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, if a 

ratepayer: 

i) incurs water consumption charges by reason of an unapparent plumbing failure; 
and 

ii) satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Water Charges Remission Policy,  

Council is satisfied that such circumstances justify the exercise of the remission power. 

The quantum of the remission of water consumption charges is to be determined in 
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accordance with Council’s Water Charges Remission Policy. Council grants this 

remission on the basis that to require the ratepayer to pay full charges for consumption 

in circumstances where an unapparent plumbing failure has occurred (through no fault 

of the ratepayer) would result in hardship. 

 

 

b) Home Haemodialysis Treatment 

Pursuant to sections 120 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, if a 

ratepayer: 

i) incurs higher water consumption charges as a result of home haemodialysis 
treatment; and 

ii) satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Water Charges Remission (Home 
Haemodialysis) Policy. 

Council is satisfied that such circumstances justify the exercise of the remission power. 

The quantum of the remission of water consumption charges is to be determined in 

accordance with Council’s Water Charges Remission (Home Haemodialysis) Policy. 

Council grants this remission on the basis that to require the ratepayer to pay full 

charges for consumption in circumstances where home haemodialysis treatment is 

being provided would result in hardship. 

c) Not-For-Profit/Charitable Organisations 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grant a remission of a percentage of the water access and wastewater charges to 

approved organisations who:  

i) has objectives which do not include the making of profit and who provide services 
to their membership and the community; and 

ii) satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Rate Concession Policy. 

The quantum of the remission of water access and wastewater charges is to be 
determined in accordance with Council’s Rate Concession Policy. Council grants this 
remission on the basis that to require the ratepayer to pay full charges for water access 
and wastewater charges certain not for profit objectives is being provided would result 
in hardship. 

d) Public Amenities on Leased Government Property 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 
grant a remission of wastewater charges where a property is levied more than three (3) 
pedestals and satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Rate Concession Policy. 
Upon receipt and approval of the evidence noted within Council’s Rate Concession 
Policy, Council will allow a rebate of 100% of the wastewater charges over the first 
three (3) pedestals. 

e) Permits to Occupy Pump Sites and Separate Pump Site Assessments 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
remission of 50% of the general rate be granted to all ratepayers who hold a permit to 
occupy for a pump site, the permit is not valued with other rateable land and the total 
assessment area is 25 square meters or less. 

f) Leased Council Vacant Land 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
remission of 100% of the general rates, separate charges and special charges be 
granted to all ratepayers who lease Council land and satisfies the criteria set down in 
Council’s Rate Concession Policy. 
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g) Invasive Pests Control Special Rate 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
remission of 100% Invasive Pests Control Special Rate (‘the special rate”), be granted 
to all ratepayers who satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Rate Concession 
Policy. 
The remission will only be maintained whilst the ratepayer satisfies the criteria set 
down in Council’s Rate Concession Policy.  The remission may be removed if any of 
the criteria is no longer met. 

h) Water Tank Rebate 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 
grant a remission of a percentage of the water access charges to approved ratepayers 
who:  

i) were approved for a water tank rebate in a previous year; or  

ii) a ratepayer purchases a water and satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s 
Rate Concession Policy. 

The quantum of the remission of water access charges is to be determined in 
accordance with Council’s Rate Concession Policy. 

i) Financial Hardship 

Pursuant to sections 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 
grant a remission to ratepayers who are having difficulty in paying their rates in one of 
the following circumstances: 

i) major medical situations; or 

ii) unusual and severe circumstances.  

and where the ratepayers situation satisfies the criteria set down in Council’s Rate 
Concession Policy, 
 
Council is satisfied that such circumstances justify the exercise of the remission power. 
 
The remission is granted by way of deferral of all interest charges and legal recovery 
from the date of application until 30 June of the current financial year.  Council grants 
this remission on the basis that to require the ratepayer to pay interest charges and be 
subject to legal recovery action in circumstances where financial hardship has occurred 
(through no fault of the ratepayer) would result in hardship. 

j) Other remissions and deferrals 

Other remission or rate deferral requests will be assessed on their individual merits. 

 
15. Total Value of Change in Rates and Charges 

 

Pursuant to sections 169(6) and 169(7) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the total 

value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and charges budgeted to be 

levied for the 2018/19 financial year compared with the rates and charges budgeted to be 

levied in the 2018/19 financial year is 2.75%. For the purpose of this calculation any 

discounts and rebates are excluded 
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1. Annual Budget 2018/2019View  
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3. Revenue PolicyView  
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5. ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

5.1 2018/19 Grants to Community Policy Review 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 13 June 2018 

Community Grants Officer  ECM Function No/s:  15.45 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council: 
 
1. Note the contents of this report. 
2. Adopt the revised Grants to Community Policy.  
 

Report 

On 28 June 2017 Council adopted the Grants to Community Policy PL-ES075 and, subsequently 
on 23 August 2017, adopted to remove a number of references to the Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) from the Grants to Community Policy. 
 
The 2018/19 Grants to Community Policy Review was presented and discussed at the Briefing 
Session on Monday, 4 June 2018 prior to being considered at the 13 June 2018 Special Council 
Meeting. 
 
The following is in accordance with the Grants to Community Policy item 4.11 Grants to 
Community Review. 
 
Grants to Community 2017/18 - Annual Review 
 
The Grants to Community annual review has been completed giving consideration to “What 
worked? What didn’t work? What would we do differently next time?”.  The annual review also took 
into account the feedback received from all the grant applicants this financial year.   
 
A review of the feedback provided from 68 applicants demonstrated that the majority of applicants 
found applying for Grants to Community and utilising the online application form in SmartyGrants 
was a positive experience (Attachment One (1)). 
 
Throughout this financial year, the Community Grants Officer has constantly reviewed the 
feedback from applicants including any suggested improvements that could be made.  Attachment 
One (1) outlines the improvements that have been suggested by the public which have been 
implemented throughout the course of the year. 
 
The following points are an overview of areas that perhaps did not work as well as anticipated in 
2017/18: 
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 This financial year Council offered the Community Grant, Event Grant and Sport & 
Recreation Grant funding streams which all opened and closed at the same time for each of 
the three rounds.  Some applicants did apply for a funding stream that was not relevant to 
their organisation, which did not impact on any of the assessment and moderation 
processes, however did alert Council that there was an element of confusion for the 
applicant.  

 

 The process for applicants to obtain in-kind assistance from Council was formalised for 
2017/18 with the request being made by submitting an application to Council for a Grants to 
Community.  This initiative did cause some confusion for some applicants who were 
entrenched in the old process. 

 

 The uptake for the Fast Grant was slow initially, primarily due to the larger grants being 
available this financial year, however the uptake increased in the fourth quarter.   Feedback 
from the community concerning the Fast Grant is primarily about the number of questions in 
the application form. 

 
Grants to Community – What to do Differently in 2018/19 
 
1. That Council offer one (1) Grants to Community funding stream, being the Community Grant, 

which will be available for applications from not-for-profit organisations that require funding 
for projects or activities relevant to the following categories: 

 
 Community Development 
 Community Event 
 Community Facility 
 Sport, Recreation / Healthy, Active Lifestyle 

 
 This would result in one application form to be completed by every grant applicant regardless 

of which category their organisation or project/activity falls under.   
 
 The applicant will need to tick one box in the application form to indicate which category their 

project best aligns with and Council can collect that data for reporting purposes as required. 
 
 The maximum amount of funding available for the Community Grant to remain capped at 

$10,000 per applicant per financial year. 
 
 An additional percentage weighted assessment criteria question has been included 

concerning whether the applicant has received and acquitted any previous funding from 
Council. 

 
2. To relax current Grants to Community Guidelines and allow grant applicants one (1) 

successful Fast Grant and/or Community Grant per financial year.   
 
3. The pre-eligibility questions for the Fast Grant application form to be reduced from 10 criteria 

to eight (8). 
 
4. The application assessment criteria for the Fast Grant to be reduced from six (6) criteria to 

two (2). 
 
5. The addition of three (3) items from Council’s Fees & Charges to be eligible for Grants to 

Community funding in 2018/19 - 
 

 Hire of Council’s Parks 
 Hire of Council’s Public Halls; and 
 Private Works (i.e. labour, plant & materials) via Council or a Private Contractor. 
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6. With the inclusion of the above three (3) items, and noting that the In-Kind Plant & Equipment 
Assistance was historically capped at a value of $2,000 per annum, increase the maximum 
amount of funding available for the Fast Grant to $2,000 per applicant per financial year. 

 
Benefits of the Improvements 
 
Overall, the delivery of the Grants to Community in 2017/18 worked well with very few suggestions 
from the public regarding improvements for Council’s consideration, which is a positive outcome. 
 
The implementation of the above six (6) items will continue to improve Council’s delivery of its 
Grants to Community in 2018/19 and have been incorporated in the Grants to Community Policy 
(Attachment 2) and/or Grants to Community Guidelines (Attachment 3). 

Budget Implications 

That Council adequately supports the Grants to Community in its budget deliberations each 
financial year to ensure a strong delivery of funding to the Southern Downs community. 
 
In the 2017/18 financial year Council received 98 grant applications requesting a total of 
$601,323.95 in funding.  (Attachment Four (4)). 
 
Year to date, Council has awarded 66 grant applicants with a total of $377,074.69 in funding. 
 
Council’s Grants to Community for 2017/18 has been over-subscribed by approximately 63%. 
 
At the time of writing this report, the current draft 2018/19 SDRC Budget has an allocation of 
$367,325 set aside for Grants to Community which is $9,749.69, or approximately 2.65%, less than 
the total funding awarded to not-for-profit organisations in 2017/18. 

Policy Consideration 

Grants to Community Policy PL-ES075 

Community Engagement 

Council’s online SmartyGrants grant application forms include a feedback section to be completed 
by the applicant.  The feedback data is collated and reviewed in an endeavor to ensure the 
continuous improvement in Council’s delivery of funding to the community. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Local Government Act 2009 
Local Government Regulation 2012 

Options 

1. Note the contents of this report. 
2. Do not note the contents of this report. 
3. Adopt the revised Grants to Community Policy. 
4. Do not adopt the revised Grants to Community Policy. 
5. Reject these options and provide an alternative course of action to the author. 
 

Attachments 

1. Grants to Community - 2017/18 Feedback SummaryView  
2. Grants to Community Policy - RevisedView  
3. 2018/19 Grants to Community GuidelinesView  
4. Grants to Community - 2017/18 Funding AwardedView  
  



Item 5.1 2018/19 Grants to Community Policy Review 
Attachment 1: Grants to Community - 2017/18 Feedback Summary  
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6. PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT & CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

6.1 Invasive Pest Control Scheme 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 13 June 2018 

Local Laws Officer (Pest 
Management)  

ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council adopts the Invasive Pests Control Special Rate Overall Plan and note minor 
amendments to be made to Council’s Invasive Pests Control Scheme (IPCS) and Rates 
Concession Policies. 
 

Report 

At its 13 December 2017 General Meeting, Council resolved to approve implementation of the 
IPCS until the end of 2019/2020.  Adoption of an annual Overall Plan and Implementation Plan for 
the levying of the Invasive Pests Control Special Rate is required under Chapter 4, Part 6 of the 
Local Government Regulation 2012 however to enable implementation of the IPCS.  The 
provisions of the Regulation require that Council: 
 

 adopt an annual Overall Plan for the levying of a special rate or charge, before, or at the same 
time as, the local government first resolves to levy the special rates or charges; and  
 

 adopt an annual Implementation Plan before or at the same time as the budget is adopted.   
 
The draft annual Invasive Pests Control Special Rate Overall Plan (Attachment 1) includes an 
implementation plan. 
 
As endorsed by Council at the 26 April 2018 General Meeting, the following adjustments will be 
made to the administration of the IPCS for 2018/2019: 
 

 IPCS notifications will be issued in June, prior to general rates issue. 

 The Commercial and Industrial – Town rating category will be excluded from the IPCS. 

 Online entry of Control Works Forms will be facilitated, including provision for the landowner 
to advise whether completion of 2017/18 works was achieved. 

 The requirement for a Completed Works Form will be removed. 

 The minimum $500 levy amount will not subject to pro rata. 

 The latest date for control works completion will be set at 30 April 2019. 

 Legal advice will be sought where necessary prior to amending the IPCS and Rates 
Concession Policies.   

 
As the Council endorsed IPCS adjustments and the necessary amendments to Council’s Invasive 
Pests Control Scheme and Rates Concession Policies are minor in nature and do not change the 
intent of the policies, it is intended that the relevant Manager will approve amendments to the 
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respective policies upon receipt of legal advice.  This is provided for in Council’s Procedure for the 
Formation and Review of Policies. 

  
Recommendations 

 It is recommended that: 

o Council adopt the draft annual Invasive Pests Control Special Rate Overall Plan; and, 

o Council note that it is intended that the Managers Environmental Services and 

Finance and Information Technology approve amendments to the IPCS and Rates 
Concession Policies respectively, upon receipt of legal advice. 

 
It is further recommended that while certain allowances were given to non-compliant landowners 
due to the 2017/2018 IPCS having a strong focus on education and awareness, no such 
allowances are given for non-compliance in 2018/2019. 

Budget Implications 

As reported to the 26 April 2018 General Council Meeting: 
 

 Removal of the ‘Commercial and Industrial – Town’ rating category from the IPCS Policy and 
Overall Plan will reduce the amount of eligible properties by 561.  This will reduce potential 
IPCS income but will be outweighed by reduced administration for Council and unnecessary 
red tape for landowners. 

 Mailing out IPCS documentation separate from general rates will incur an additional cost of 
between $1,300 and $1,800 (dependent upon inserts). 

Policy Consideration 

Invasive Pests Control Scheme Policy 
Invasive Pests Control Scheme Overall Plan 
Rates Concession Policy 

Community Engagement 

Officers have undertaken community engagement on the IPCS and relevant policies and their 
implementation in conjunction with Councillors via Council’s budget information sessions and 
shopping centre visits.  No new issues were raised during this process that had not previously 
been raised by stakeholders during the administration of the 2017/2018 IPCS. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Biosecurity Act 2014 
Local Government Act 2009 

Options 

1. Adopts the draft annual Invasive Pests Control Special Rate Overall Plan to enable 
implementation of the 2018/2019 IPCS; or, 

2. Does not adopt the draft annual Invasive Pests Control Special Rate Overall Plan. 
3. Notes the intention for relevant Manager approval of Council policy amendments to effect 

endorsed adjustments to the 2018/2019 IPCS; or, 
4. Seeks to consider proposed policy amendments to effect endorsed adjustments to the 

2018/2019 IPCS. 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Invasive Pest Control Special Rate - Overall PlanView  
  



Item 6.1 Invasive Pest Control Scheme 
Attachment 1: Invasive Pest Control Special Rate - Overall Plan  
 

Special Council Meeting - 13 June 2018 210 

 
  



Item 6.1 Invasive Pest Control Scheme 
Attachment 1: Invasive Pest Control Special Rate - Overall Plan  
 

Special Council Meeting - 13 June 2018 211 

 
   



 

Special Council Meeting - 13 June 2018 212 

 

7. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 
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Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

7.1 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and Risdon Shooting Complex 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.2 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick Power Boat & Ski Club 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.3 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick District Recreational Fish 
Stocking Association Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.4 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick Artists Group 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.5 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick Horse Trials Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.6 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick Croquet Club 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.7 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick Bowls Club Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 
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7.8 Renewal of Trustee  Lease between Council and the Warwick Clay Target Club 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.9 Renewal of Freehold Lease between Council and the Warwick and District Tennis 
Association Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.10 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick District Football 
Association Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.11 Renewal of Trustee Lease between Council and the Warwick District Sporting Car Club 
Incorporated 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council. 

7.12 Council Infrastructure on Private Land 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(e) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to contracts proposed to be 
made by Southern Downs Regional Council.  
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