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Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the Special Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Tuesday, 7 
November 2017 at 9:00AM. 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

David Keenan 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

3 November 2017 
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4. EXECUTIVE 

4.1 Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the Southern Downs 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 7 November 2017 

Chief Executive Officer  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council endorse and distribute the attached Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the 
Southern Downs to candidates for the Southern Downs in the upcoming State Government 
Election. 
 

Report 

Council has identified a number of advocacy priorities and projects for the Southern Downs as 
outlined in the attached draft document “Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the Southern Downs”. 
 
The recent announcement of State Government Elections on 25 November 2017 provides Council 
with the opportunity to inform the candidates for the Southern Downs region of the priorities and 
projects that Council has identified as significant to the region’s residents.  
 
Council may wish to prioritize the draft list to allow a focus on issues that require more urgent 
advocacy.   

Budget Implications 

Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Corporate Plan 2014-2019 Revised Edition 
4.7 Lobby State and Federal Governments on issues of concern to the regional community 

Community Engagement 

Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Nil 

Options 

1. Council endorse and distribute the attached Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the 
Southern Downs to candidates for the Southern Downs in the upcoming State Government 
Election. 
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2. Council not endorse or distribute the attached Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the 
Southern Downs to candidates for the Southern Downs in the upcoming State Government 
Election. 
 

3. Council amend the attached Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the Southern Downs and 
distribute to candidates for the Southern Downs in the upcoming State Government Election. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Advocacy Priorities and Projects for Southern DownsView  
  



Item 4.1 Advocacy Priorities and Projects for the Southern Downs 
Attachment 1: Advocacy Priorities and Projects for Southern Downs  
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4.2 Submission on the 2017 Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the Ombudsman 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 7 November 2017 

Chief Executive Officer  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council endorse the attached Submission on the 2017 Strategic Review of the Queensland 
Office of the Ombudsman. 
 

Report 

The Governor in Council recently appointed a Strategic Business Consulting Service to conduct a 
Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the Ombudsman.  Such review is required at least 
every seven years under the Ombudsman Act 2001. 
 
The Review’s Terms of Reference require assessment, advice and recommendations about the 
Queensland Ombudsman’s functions and whether those functions are being performed 
economically, effectively and efficiently.  The Review will also examine all structural and 
operational aspects of the Ombudsman, as well as its relationship with public sector entitles, 
relevant Ministers, the Parliamentary Committee and the Legislative Assembly. 
 
Council has been invited to provide a written submission on the Review, and a draft Submission is 
attached for Council’s consideration and endorsement. 
 
Submissions close on 17 November 2017.  

Budget Implications 

Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Nil 

Community Engagement 

Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Ombudsman Act 2001. 

Options 

Council: 

1. Endorse the attached Submission on the Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the 
Ombudsman. 
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2. Not endorse the attached Submission on the Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of 
the Ombudsman. 

 

Attachments 

1. Draft Submission 2017 Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the 
OmbudsmanView  

  



Item 4.2 Submission on the 2017 Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the Ombudsman 
Attachment 1: Draft Submission 2017 Strategic Review of the Queensland Office of the Ombudsman  
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4.3 Nomination for Inland Rail Community Consultative Committee 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 7 November 2017 

Chief Executive Officer  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council endorse the nomination of Gary Hayes to the Southern Darling Downs Inland Rail 
Community Consultative Committee. 
 

Report 

The Australian Rail Track Corporation is calling for nominations from individuals or representatives 
from organisations to serve on the Community Consultative Committees which are being 
established in the areas of Southern Darling Downs, Inner Darling Downs, Lockyer Valley and 
Scenic Rim where greenfield Inland Rail projects will be taking place. 
 
The roles of each of the Committees is to gather and disseminate information regarding Inland Rail 
throughout the community and to bring representative views to the Committee.  Each Committee 
will comprise up to 15 members with a range of backgrounds and interests.  A copy of the ARTC 
IR CCC Interim Charter is attached. 
 
Gary Hayes has indicated his interest in nominating for the Southern Darling Downs Community 
Consultative Committee.  Mr Hayes has extensive knowledge and interest in the Inland Rail 
Project, and would provide valuable input to that Committee and advocate for the Southern Darling 
Downs. 
 
Nominations close at 5.00pm on 24 November 2017.  

Budget Implications 

Nil 

Policy Consideration 

Nil 

Community Engagement 

Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Nil 

Options 

Council: 
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1. Endorse the nomination of Gary Hayes to the Southern Darling Downs Inland Rail 
Community Consultative Committee. 

2. Not endorse the nomination of Gary Hayes to the Southern Darling Downs Inland Rail 
Community Consultative Committee. 

 

Attachments 

1. ARTC IR CCC Interim CharterView  
  



Item 4.3 Nomination for Inland Rail Community Consultative Committee 
Attachment 1: ARTC IR CCC Interim Charter  
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Attachment 1: ARTC IR CCC Interim Charter  
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5. ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

5.1 Avenue of Honour 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  Special Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 7 November 2017 

Manager Work Maintenance & 
Open Space  

ECM Function No/s:  11.42.02/28.50 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council endorse the proposed project to create an Avenue of Honour by augmenting and 
better managing the existing Robinias. 
 

Report 

Council received correspondence from Sue Johnson dated June 2017 requesting written support 
for a project entitled Avenue of Honour. The proposed Avenue of Honour project would pay tribute 
to all residents of Stanthorpe who have served in all conflicts around the world. The project 
consists of planting trees on both sides of High Street from the New England Highway intersection 
to the northern entrance to Stanthorpe. The proposal suggests that choosing Stanthorpe to create 
the Avenue of Honour would be appropriate as the areas around Stanthorpe were chosen as 
soldier settlement places after World War One.  
 
Mrs Johnson claims that Stanthorpe is unique in Queensland to experience all four seasons, and 
by choosing a tree that changes colour in autumn would be appropriate and create a tourist 
attraction. The letter goes on to say the existing trees planted along High Street, known as 
Robinias, are not suitable as they are prone to disease and suckering.  
 
The proposal is to remove the Robinias and replace them with Autumn Glory Maple, refer photo 
attached. Careful consideration needs to be given if a new species is to be planted. The Autumn 
Glory Maple would not be suitable as it reduces visibility for drivers and impacts adversely to 
pedestrian movement in narrow footpath width areas.  
 
Trees that change colour in autumn are known as deciduous. The existing Robinias are a 
deciduous tree that change colour from a rich green to an almost florescent yellow. The total 
number of existing Robinias along High Street is 115. It should be noted that on the southern 
entrance to Stanthorpe there are over 100 deciduous Ornamental Pistachio trees which change 
colour from green to different shades of reds and oranges. Along Quart Pot Creek there are also 
hundreds of deciduous trees.  
 
Council engaged an independent Arborist to provide advice on the existing Robinias. A copy of that 
report is attached. The conclusion of the Arborist report recommended better management of the 
existing trees, highlighting pour pruning and mulching techniques and more frequent watering. 
When the Arborist was questioned directly about the suitability of the Robinias they responded via 
email, a copy of which is also attached. In summary, the Arborist recommended if the existing 
Robinia trees were better managed, they are well suited for the location. Reference should be 
made to the attached photographs of the existing Robinias which support the suitability of the 
existing trees. 
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The Robinias are not more prone to disease than any other tree species. 
 
After careful consideration of the Arborist report and acknowledgment of the 115 existing 
deciduous trees, a far more economical approach, should Council support the concept of the 
Avenue of Honour, would be to augment the existing trees. 
 
The distance from the New England Highway to Davidi Street Intersection is 2400m. To create an 
avenue effect, it is suggested a maximum spacing of 20m would be necessary. Taking into account 
both sides of the road, a total of approximately 240 trees would be required. It is estimated that 10 
of the existing Robinias would need immediate replacement. Therefore another 135 Robinias 
would be required to achieve an average spacing of 20m to High Street. 
 
Also attached are copies of letters from 9 Stanthorpe based community groups, including the 
Stanthorpe RSL, which support the Avenue of Honour project. 

Budget Implications 

The proposal does not mention funding and does not give details of any fundraising carried out 
thus far. Nor is there any commitment from any community organisation to supply labour or 
materials. 
 
The cost estimate as proposed by Mrs Johnson would be in the vicinity of $80,000. It should be 
noted that two-thirds of this cost is to allow for steel mesh tree guards; estimated $15,000 to 
remove all 115 existing Robinias; one-third of the cost would be attributable to traffic control.  
 
If the existing Robinias were utilised to create the Avenue of Honour only another 135 trees would 
be required which would reduce the overall cost to $42,000. Considerable savings could further be 
made if the intent of the proposal was for the community to provide labour and materials. Council 
may consider contributing the machinery component - to install 135 trees the estimated machinery 
cost would be $8000.   
 
To better manage the existing trees, ie increase water frequency, will also increase the demand on 
operational resources throughout the year. 

Policy Consideration 

Community Plan 1.11 Enhance “Gateway” to the Southern Downs by developing attractive town 
entrances fostering a sense of recognition, ownership and community pride. 

Community Engagement 

It is recommended that the general public be consulted regarding the details of the proposal. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Permission within Council to plant a tree in the road reserve is delegated to the Director of 
Engineering. As High Street is a State road, a permit would also be required from the Department 
of Transport & Main Roads. 

Options 

Council: 
 
1. Endorse the proposed project to create an Avenue of Honour by augmenting and better 

managing the existing Robinias. 
2. Endorse the proposed project to create an Avenue of Honour by removing the existing 

Robinias and replanting with another species of deciduous tree which is suitable for a road 
environment. 

3. Does not endorse the Avenue of Honour project.  
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Please note that in both options 1 & 2 there are numerous financial variations depending on 
contributions from Council and the community. 
 

Attachments 

1. Letter from Sue JohnsonView  
2. Photograph Supplied by Sue Johnson - Autumn Glory MapleView  
3. Arborist Report - Vinton Tree ServicesView  
4. Email from Vinton Tree ServicesView  
5. Photos showing the existing RobiniasView  
6. Letter of Support from Community Organisations based in StanthorpeView  
  



Item 5.1 Avenue of Honour 
Attachment 1: Letter from Sue Johnson  
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Item 5.1 Avenue of Honour 
Attachment 2: Photograph Supplied by Sue Johnson - Autumn Glory Maple  
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Item 5.1 Avenue of Honour 
Attachment 3: Arborist Report - Vinton Tree Services  
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Item 5.1 Avenue of Honour 
Attachment 4: Email from Vinton Tree Services  
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Attachment 5: Photos showing the existing Robinias  
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Attachment 6: Letter of Support from Community Organisations based in Stanthorpe  
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