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11. CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

11.8 Amended Budget Adoption Date 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 24 June 2020 

Manager Finance and Information 
Technology  

ECM Function No/s:  12.13 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council adopt the 2020/21 Budget in mid-late July 2020. 
 

Report 

Council adopted the 2020/21 budget process and associated timeline as its General Meeting held 
on the 23 October 2019.  Within this timeline it identified that the adoption date for the 2020/21 
Budget would have been the 15 June 2020. 
 
However due to the COVID-19 pandemic and associated disruption this has caused the adoption 
date to be amended. 
 
Council, over the past 3 months, has had a number of budget workshops in relation to the 
development of the 2020/21 budget. 
 
At its Special General Meeting held on the 29 May 2020, Council released the Draft Budget for a 
14 days public consultation period to allow members of the community, businesses and community 
groups to have their say on this Draft Budget. 
 
Council received a number of submissions during this period with a number of presentations being 
held in both Warwick and Stanthorpe.  By extending the adoption date this will allow for these 
submissions, as well the other submissions received, to be assessed. 

Budget Implications 

The Budget is to be prepared as part of the normal operations of Council and will not have an 
impact on Council’s current Budget.  
 
The Budget will be based on Council’s Long Term Financial Forecast, historical trends, Asset 
Management Plans, staff knowledge, current indexation and growth factors. 
 

Policy Consideration 

 Debt Policy 

 Revenue Policy 

 Revenue Statement 
 

The Budget must be consistent with the Corporate and Operational Plans. 
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Community Engagement 

 14 day public exhibition of Draft Budget 

 Presentations by individuals or organisations on submissions 

Legislation/Local Law 

 Annual Budget - Sections 169 and 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012  

 Long Term Financial Forecast – Section 171 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 

 Revenue Statement – Section 172 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 

 Revenue Policy – Section 193 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 

 Debt Policy – Section 192 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 

 Discount for Prompt Payment of Rates – Section 130 of the Local Government Regulation 
2012 

 Paying rates by Instalments – Section 129 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 

 Interest on Overdue Rates and Charges - Section 133 of the Local Government Regulation 
2012 
 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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13. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REPORTS 

13.7 Nomination of Councillors to Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board 

Document Information 

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 24 June 2020 

Acting Director Sustainable 
Development  

ECM Function No/s:  11.12.03 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council resolve to nominate two Councillors for consideration for appointment to the Darling 
Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board. 
 

Report 

Council received correspondence from the Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and 
Fisheries on 19 June 2020 (Attachment 1) inviting nominations for representatives to be 
considered for appointment to the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board. The term of the current 
Board expires on 31 August 2020, after which time the Minister will appoint six new directors from 
candidates nominated by the eight local governments within the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit 
Board’s operational area.  
 
The Board provides strategic direction for the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board’s operational 
function, which includes maintenance of their 555km rabbit barrier fence and a compliance 
function.  Council has a close working relationship with the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board 
and together achieve positive outcomes in reducing the impact of rabbits on agricultural 
productivity and the natural environment.  Wild dog management also benefits from this 
collaboration, through top-netting of the rabbit fence and partnerships in other exclusion fencing 
projects.   
 
Cr McNally is currently a Director and Council’s representative. Councillor Gow is the relevant 
portfolio holder.  Council has the opportunity to nominate two representatives for consideration by 
the Minister. 

Budget Implications 

Council is statutorily obliged to contribute financially to the operation of the Darling Downs-Moreton 
Rabbit Board.  Representation on the Board does not present any further budget implications to 
Council and provides a level of oversight of the strategic investment of Council’s contribution. 

Policy Consideration 

Shaping Southern Downs 
4.4.3.2 Conserve and protect valued natural resources, including water, land, flora and fauna. 
4.4.3.6 Manage invasive pests within the region. 
 
Corporate Plan 
1.16 Advocate for Councillor, staff and community representation on Government committees and 
taskforces relevant to the region. 



 

General Council Meeting - 24 June 2020 4 

1.34 Review pest management services in accordance with legislative requirements, community 
expectations and to ensure the protection of the environment. 
4.11 Manage invasive animal and pest plants throughout the region to ensure the continued 
protection of valuable agricultural land. 
Invasive Pests Strategic Plan 2016-2020 
Maintain SDRC representation on the DDMRB.  
Promote evidence-based best practice management. 
Ensure strategic compliance is undertaken within the DDMRB operational area.  
Ensure efficient and effective investment of SDRC’s financial contributions (to the DDMRB). 
 

Community Engagement 

Internal Consultation 
 
The matter was discussed by Council’s Executive Management Team and the Acting Manager 
Environmental and Regulatory Services. 
 
External Consultation 
 
Nil 

Legislation/Local Law 

Biosecurity Act 2014 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries letter⇩   
  



Item 13.7 Nomination of Councillors to Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board 
Attachment 1: Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries letter  
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13.8 Maryvale Rail Reserve Environmental Management Register Removal  

Document Information 

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting 

Reporting Officer: Meeting Date: 24 June 2020 

Acting Manager Environmental & 
Regulatory Services  

ECM Function No/s:  n/a 

  

 

Recommendation 

THAT Council note receipt of notice from the Department of Environment and Science detailing 
that the Maryvale Rail Reserve, Lot 68 on CP900445, is not prescribed contaminated land, the 
land is suitable for any use, and the land is now removed from the Environmental Management 
Register.  
 

Report 

Southern Downs Regional Council engaged Environmental Advisors Pty Ltd to undertake a 
contaminated land investigation of soil and groundwater for the Maryvale Rail Reserve, Lot 68 
CP900445, with the objective of removing the site from the Environmental Management Register 
(EMR). The site was listed on the EMR by the Department of Environment and Science (DES) due 
to two historical notifiable activities that had been carried out on the land, as defined in the 
Environmental Protection Act 1994, being Railway yards and Livestock dip or spray race 
operations.  Investigations undertaken by Council prior to the listing of the land on the EMR 
concluded that it could not be confirmed whether the notifiable activities were conducted on the 
land.  Despite this, DES listed the land on the EMR in 2012.   
 
A contaminated land investigation report was completed by Environmental Advisors Pty Ltd on 31 
May 2020 (Attachment 1) which concludes that the land is not prescribed contaminated land and is 
suitable for any use including Land Use A (residential with garden/accessible soil; childcare 
centres, preschools and primary schools with access to soil) and all sensitive land uses listed in 
Schedule 4 of the Planning Regulation 2017. As such, the contaminated land investigation report 
was forwarded to DES in order for this land to be removed from the EMR.  
 
Notification was received from DES on 19 June 2020 confirming that the Maryvale Rail Reserve, 
Lot 68 on CP900445 has been removed from the EMR (Attachment 2). 

Budget Implications 

The process to undertake and have audited the contaminated land investigation cost 
approximately $100,000 in consultants and contractors.  Budget was allocated in 2019/2020 and 
does not take into account officer time, which was significant over the course of the 12 month 
process.  

Policy Consideration 

Shaping Southern Downs 
4.4.3.2 2. Conserve and protect valued natural resources, including water, land, flora and fauna. 
 
Corporate Plan 
4.5 Protect the natural environment of reserves under Council control via strategic natural resource 
management. 
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Community Engagement 

The removal of the Maryvale Railway Reserve was pursued as a result of advocacy from the 
Maryvale community through the development of the Maryvale Urban Design Framework. 

Legislation/Local Law 

Environmental Protection Act 1994 
Planning Regulation 2017 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Site Investigation Report (Excluded from agenda - Provided under separate cover)⇨  
2. Site Removal Notice⇩   
  

../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=CO_24062020_ATT_469_SUP_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=6
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16. CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS  

In accordance with the provisions of Section 275(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a 
local government may resolve to close a meeting to the public and move ‘into Committee’ to 
discuss confidential items, such that its Councillors or members consider it necessary to close the 
meeting. 

Recommendation 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public and move into committee to discuss the following items, 
which are considered confidential in accordance with Section 275(1) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following, as indicated: 

16.6 Higher Duties Policy 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(b) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to industrial matters 
affecting employees. 

16.7 Stanthorpe Effluent Water Group - Legal Proceedings 

Reason for Confidentiality 

This item is considered confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(f) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to starting or defending legal 
proceedings involving Southern Downs Regional Council.  
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