
 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN DOWNS  
REGIONAL COUNCIL  GENERAL 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Dear Councillors 

Your attendance is hereby requested at the General Meeting of Council to be held in the Council 
Chambers, Southern Downs Regional Council, 64 Fitzroy Street, Warwick on Thursday, 26 April 
2018 at 9:00AM . 

Notice is hereby given of the business to be transacted at the meeting.  

 

 

 

David Keenan  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

19 April 2018 

 

Attendance  

 

10.30am Welcome to Southern Downs Youth Council ï Morning Tea 

  The Youth Council will observe the General Meeting from 9.30am 

 

10.30am Presentation of Casual for a Cause Donation to Cancer Council 
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1. PRAYER & CONDOLENCES  

2. ATTENDANCE  

3. APOLOGIES  

4. READING AND CONFIRMA TION OF MINUTES  

4.1 General Council Meeting - 28 March 2018  

Recommendation  

THAT the minutes of the General Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28 March 2018 be 
adopted. 

 

4.2 Special Council Meeting - 9 April 2018  

Recommendation  

THAT the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on Monday 9 April 2018 be 
adopted. 
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5. ACTIONS FROM COUNCIL MEETINGS 

5.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting  

Document Information  

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting  

Reporting Officer:  Meeting Date: 26 April 2018 

Chief Executive Officer  File Ref:  13.42 

  
 

Recommendation  

THAT Council receive the report and note the contents. 
 
 

Report  

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of Actions resulting from resolutions from the 
March 2018 General Council Meeting. 
 
A copy of the Actions report is attached. 
 

Attachments  

1. Actions from March 2018 General MeetingView  
  



Item 5.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting 
Attachment 1: Actions from March 2018 General Meeting  
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Item 5.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting 
Attachment 1: Actions from March 2018 General Meeting  
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Item 5.1 Actions from Previous Council Meeting 
Attachment 1: Actions from March 2018 General Meeting  
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6. DECLARATIONS OF  CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
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7. MAYORAL MINUTE  

7.1 Mayoral Minute - April 2018  

Document Information  

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting  

Reporting Officer:  Meeting Date: 26 April 2018 

Mayor  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation  

THAT Council receive the Mayoral Minute for April 2018. 
 

Report  

For the past two years this Council has focused on getting the budget on track - weôve done it! We 
are now in the best financial position weôve been in for 10 years, since amalgamation in 2008. 
 
We have accomplished this through controlling expenditure while keeping up with providing 
essential services, supported by more successful applications for State and Federal Government 
funding.  Throughout these two years we have needed to build restricted cash reserves to upgrade 
and replace the regionôs essential, but aging, infrastructure.  At the same time, the debt has 
continually been paid down and we have delivered a financial surplus each year.  For the first time 
in a decade we can be confident that in the short-term, we are financially sustainable, and our 
long-term financial future has a positive outlook. 
 
Now that our financial situation has improved, it is time to look to our future and identify 
opportunities and what we can do for community development and economic growth.  The 2018/19 
Draft Budget is a great example. 
 
The Draft Budget strives to achieve a balance between the ongoing need for Council to deliver 
quality services while continuing to upgrade the regionôs infrastructure, such as roads, waste, water 
and waste water facilities.  These needs are met with the necessity to keep rate rises as low as 
possible. 
 
Over the past two years we have shared information with our residents on what actions Council 
has been taking, through media releases and more recently with news and updates via Southern 
Downs Mail, Councilôs monthly newsletter, and Southern Downs eNews.  We have sought 
feedback through community consultations and meetings, engaged the community with Cuppa with 
the Councillors and Shopping Centre sessions, and we have answered operational queries at Q&A 
sessions.  In addition, every day Councillors have many exchanges with residents on a variety of 
topics.   
 
However, it is through Councilôs Budget consultation process we have sought your ideas and 
collaboration, by asking you to take part and to contribute directly to the final outcome.  79 public 
submissions have been received for the last two Budgets after Council commenced seeking 
community feedback on the Budget in 2016.  38 submissions proposed amendments to the Budget 
and of these 23 were integrated, either fully or partially, into the final Budgets.  Of the remaining 
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submissions, 14 were enquiries about the Budget and 41 were relating to matters outside of the 
Budget. 
 
We want you to be involved in the development of Councilôs Budget.  It is your money being spent 
on growing and enhancing the Southern Downs and we want to hear what it is you value and 
prioritise.  Submissions for Councilôs FY2018/19 Budget close on 1 May 2018, however if you miss 
the closing date donôt be discouraged from communicating with Council.  We want to hear from 
you.  Please, let us know what you think.  
 
You can provide your input, on any matter, directly to Councillors (our contact details are on the 
MYSDRC App) or via the óHave Your Sayô tab on the Council website.  There is always one topic 
or another listed there on which we are seeking your feedback.  #HaveYourSay 
 

Attachments  

Nil 
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8. READING AND CONSIDERATION OF CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 Correspondence  

Document Information  

 

Report To:  General Council Meeting  

Reporting Officer:  Meeting Date: 26 April 2018 

Chief Executive Officer  ECM Function No/s:    

  

 

Recommendation  

THAT the report of the Chief Executive Officer in relation to Correspondence be received. 
 
 

Report  

1. Attorney -General and Minister for Justice  in response to Councilôs letter regarding the 
recently established Queensland Anti-Bullying Taskforce (copy attached). 

 Action:  Noted. 
 
2. President of The Granite Belt Community Association Inc   asking the Chief Executive 

Officer whether he, or a member of staff, or the Mayor or any of the Councillors, have 
instructed staff within Council not to sign the petition that is circulating re the De-
Amalgamation proposal.  A copy of the letter is attached. 

 Action:  Noted. 
 
3. Southern Downs Regional Council to C lerk of the Parliament  regarding Petition 2880-18 

De-Amalgamation from Southern Downs Regional Council and an allegation made in the 
Southern Free Times referred to in the above letter from the President of The Granite Belt 
Community Association (copy attached). 

 Action:  Noted. 
 
4. Emails  exchanged between the Chief Executive Officer and President of The Granite Belt 

Community Association Inc (copy attached). 

 Action:  Noted. 
 
5. Department of Agriculture and Water Resources  thanking Council for the valuable 

contributions that Council has made to maintaining Australiaôs favourable biosecurity 
systems (copy attached). 

 Action:  Noted. 
 
6. Royal Flying Doctor Service  thanking Council for its support of their advocacy efforts to 

provide a much-needed funding boost to their vital rural and remote health programs (copy 
attached). 
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 Action:  Noted. 

. 
 

Attachments  

1. Attorney-General and Minister for JusticeView  
2. President of The Granite Belt Community Association IncView  
3. Clerk of the ParliamentView  
4. Emails - Council and the President of The Granite Belt Community Association Inc and 

Subsequent EmailsView  
5. Department of Agriculture and Water ResourcesView  
6. Royal Flying Doctor ServiceView  
  



Item 8.1 Correspondence 
Attachment 1: Attorney-General and Minister for Justice  
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