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Executive Summary

This plan sets out the Southem Downs Regional Council’s intentions for managing waste
and waste reduction and recycling in the Region for the next 10 years. The purpose of the
plan Is fo provide Councll and the communlty with the Information required to effectively and
efficiently underiake waste management in the Region in a manner that minimises
environmental, economic and social impacts and meets the reasonable expectations of the
community as well as legislafive requirements.

There are a multitude of administrative changes to the plan refleciing new State and Local
Government policies and plans etc.

The population within the Southem Downs Region in 2016 is approximetely 35,500. The
amount of waste generated in the Region from the main waste sinresams is about 41,000
tonnes. This rapresants aimost 1.2 tonnes of waste per person per year (this does not
include the amount of recyclables that Is generated).

The Southem Downs Regional Council operates 2 comprehensive waste handling faciliies
incorporating a landflll, recycling facility and transfer facllity, 7 supervised waste transfer
facilities, 8 unsupervised fransfer faciliies and 2 small landfills (1 is used for emergency

purposes only).

The overarching prindple of this plan, which directs all the goals and objectives, s io
optimise the useful life of the existing landfill sites located at the Warwick Central Wasie
Managemenit Facility and the Stanthorpe Waste Mamagement Facility.

The plan proposes five goals which are:

Goal 1: The total amount of waste genorated in the Region is reduced by 10% by 2025
to no more than 1.0 tonne per person per arim.

Goaf 2: The amount of waste that is reused, recycied and recovered represents more
than 40% of the waste stream by 2025.

Goal 3: The disposal of waste is environmentally and socially sustainable.

Goal 4: The community is educated about the real costs of waste and given the iools
to manage and limit their own waste.

Goal 5: Waste management is financlally sustainable.

The preferred option for Council to action to achieve these goels is through upgrading and
rationalisation of existing waste transfer infrastructure. This option invelves minimal changes
fo collection areas and supervision at all waste transfer faclifies coupled with a reduction In
the number of faciliies in the Region.

The advantage of this prefemred option is that it provides high levels of service, allows
Councll to meet Its regulaiory responsibliities and can provide a cost effective managsment
system that actively promotes recycling and minimises waste diverted fo landfill. Also the
wasie disposal in the region should be seif-sustaining and based on “user pays” principles.
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Part1 About the waste reduction and recycling plan

1.1 Introduction

The Southem Downs Reglon VWaste reduction and recycling plan (the plan) has been
prepared in accordance with the Waste Redurction and Recycling Act 2011 (the Act) and the
Wasie Reduction and Recycling Regulation 2011 (the Regulation).

This plan sets out the Southem Downs Regional Council's intentions for managing waste
and waste reduction and recycling in the Region for the next 10 years. While the plan has
been prepared with a 10 year horlizon It will be reviewed In 3 years In accordance with the
Act and at other times if required to respond to changes in waste reduction and recyding
opportunities, community needs, legislative imperatives and techndogical advances.

1.2 Context

The Southemn Downs Regional Council area is located in southem Queensland and has an
area of 7,120 square Kiometires and a population of appromately 35,000 pecple. The two
main centres of Warwick and Stanthorpe are located 65 km apart on the New England
Highway. Warwick is located on the junction of the New England Highway and the
Cunningham Highway which provides links 1o Brisbane, Sydhey, Malboume and westam
GQueensland. In addition to the maln centres there are 19 small towns and villages.

Warwick and Stanthorpe are the principal service hubs of the Region and both provide a
comprehensive range of retall, commerclal and community fadlities as well as belng the
main employment cenfres. The smaller towns and villages have an important role in the
provision of education, business and retail services for the surmounding residential and rural
populations.”

The economy of the region is focussed_on agriculiure which is worth in excess of $220
million 1o the region annualty and employs almost 14% of the workforce. The ongoing
protecilon and Innovative use of agricultural resources and assets Is therefore of great
importance. There is also a strong, diverse and growing manufacturing sector with 10% of
the workforce invoived in manufaciuring which services local, nalional and intemational
markels.

Bignificant areas of the Region are protected as national parks, world heritage management
areas and nature refuges. The Region is well serviced with comprehensive hospitals and
medcal facllities, public and private schools, large, well maintalned playing fields, walking
fracks and playgrounds.
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Figure 1.2 Lacality Plan
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1.3 Purpose of the plan

The purpose of the plan is to provide Council and the community with the information
required to effectively and efficlently undertake waste management in the Region In a
manner that minimises environmental, economic and social impacts and meets the
reasonable expactations of the community as well as legislative requirements. The plan
complles with the Act and Regulailon. The targets for waste reducticn and recyding as well
the actions to be taken to improve waste reduction and recycling are contained in Part 3.
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